2 ras. NR 26 Kal | 722. 


T1 NDICATION | 


Ree EO PTA * * 
5 hen WL Of 9 66124" 1 


ee, ir, W. EBL E F. 144104 


AS47128 oft 1+ Denn ad t 10 | 


« © & EMA DD RES S 
8 Ts N THATIHA ef 4 


7 eee af 6s £IAHD TEAS + 
COLONIES?” 


e Ia chr LETTERS ut 2 
* 


To „., GALE 5 'E * AN 8 7 
By ry FfEroprl, Vicar of M We Salop . 


* r OY 8 ot oe a, . N & 
F a Sid 2 — af 


MY 5 SIC 2 9 


fres, „And. YT jour Fiber fot 8 pou 
43 _- as the feat > ate all Ne love J 


_—_ 

St. bert wo". 
act} #1. mu fate i 94 nt 
” WP «a 7 £ Ann . 


LONDON: ITT Fr * 
And fold of WO FOWRLE is Mogg aff of 


the Rev. Mr. WzsLzY's — 2 
in Town and Country. 1776; 


* 
- 
- 
- - 
% ' 
- 1 
* 
* 
* 0 
* CY * 
— = 
S - 
* 
- 
\ 2 is 
3 — 
- «4 
= 
* 
F 
* 
8 — — — * 
* * 
+4 
* 
- - 9 
. 
- 4 * _ 
* 
* „ 9 © » — 
8 4 a 
of * 
wits, +. # 


- 
= 
1 
- - « - * * 
1 
» 
- 
- - - - - 


pt, * T 
. ” . . . A N N 


* 
* 
* : 2 1 
; your oe: 1 T7 
* 4 4 - 
* * "Ws + * 4. * 4 k . 
F * * — 
— —2* 
-, 
* P ; * * 7 
— * * * 8 = 
- 
. - — wm wel <—Ww * Nu os —— — 
- * * 0 
» 2 . 7 * A & F 
4 - . . s I 1 4 % - 
- 
; I ' 


« E -# deen * 


- ; , * 7 P 
M3 #- * 4 Dr 1 7 20 „ 
* 
* 
. 44 
* i& 
4 w 
* wu I 
* : 3 . * * 
- . oo e = 


_—_— ce yy — > — 


Fr. 


FE 
1 bp = 8 12-0. 


T wil at prot ſeem Wade, that Clergy- 
ould meddle with a controverſy, 
which ras hitherto been conſidered as alto- 
gether poktieal. But the reader's ſurpriſe, in 
this reſpect, will probably 'ceaſe, if he gives 
himſelf the trouble to read theſe Letters, He 
will then ſee, that the American controverſy 
is &ofely connected with Chriftianity in ge- 
neral, and with Proteſtantiſm in particular; 
and that, of conſequence, it is of a religions, 
as well as of a-civil nature. 
Is it not granted on all fides, that the goſ- 
pel leads to the practiee of fri morality d 
Is it not an important branch of ſuch morali- 
ty **to honour and obey the king; —to ex- 
tend that hondur and obedience (in a ſeriptu- 
ral and conftitutional manner) to © all that 
are put in authority under him ; o ſubmĩt 
ourſelves to all our governors ; to order our- 


2 lowly and ru to all our betters; 
h to 


„ 
—to hurt no body by word or deed ;—and to 
be true and juſt in all our dealings;” giving 
every one his due, tribute to whom tribute 
is due, and cuſtom to whom cuſtom? Do 
aye not teach this doctrine to our children, 
when we inftru& them in the firſt principles 


of Chriſtianity ? If divinity, therefore, can 


ceaſt light upon the queſtion, which divides 
.Great-Britain and her Colonies; is it imper- 
tinent in divines to hold out the light of their 
ſcience, and peaceably to uſe-what the Apoftle 
calls © the ſword of. the Spirit;“ that the 
material ſword, unjuſtly drawn by thoſe who 
are in the wrong, may be ſheathed 3 and that 
a ſpeedy end may be put to the efafon of 
- .Chriftian blood? 
Another reaſon influences the Author to 
Write upon the queſtion which is now ſo 
warmly agitated in England, —ſo dreadfully 
debated in America. Many of: the coloniſts 
are as pious as they are brave; and whilſt 
their undaunted fortitude makes them ſcorn 
to bow under an hoſtile arm, which ſlioots 
the deadly lightning of war; their humble 
piety may diſpoſe them (or ns of them) 
to regard a friendly hand, which holds out an 
olive branch, a bible, and the articles of re- 
Iigion drawn by their favourite Reformer. 
Had more - care been taken to inform their 


Judgment 


= 
* 


t 1 


Fadgment, and to work upon their conſcien- 
ces, by addreſſing them, not only as ſubjects, 
but as free men, brethren, and proteſtants,, 
it is probable that numbers of them would: 
never have fo ſtrongly embraced the unſcrip- 
tural principles, which now influence their” 
conduct. 
' Should it be ſaid, that it is too late now, 
to uſe ſpiritual weapons with the coloniſts : P 
reply, that this objeQtion bears too hard upon 
. - thefr candour : it can never be too late to- 
hold out plain ſcripture, and ſolid arguments, 
to judicious Proteſtants. It is only to Papiſts- 
ſtrongly prejudiced, or to thoſe who relapſe 
into Popiſh obſtinacy, that the light of God's 
word,. and of ſound reaſon can come too late.. 
Beſides, the miſtakes which have armed the 
provincials againſt Great Britain, begin to- 
work in the breaſts of many good men among; 
us; witneſs the principles of Americanus : 
now, therefore, is the time to keep theſe well- 
meaning men from going to the ſame ex- 
tremes, to which the coloniſts are gone: now 
is the time to prevent others, whoſe Judgment: 
is yet cool and ſober, from drinking in Errors, 
by which ſuch numbers are intoxicated. 
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very ;—and on the peculiar liberty of the ſubjects 
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LETTER 1. 


Neu. Sir: 


N HANK FUL. for the religious and civil! 


18 & liberty which: I enjoy as a ſubject of 
5 4 8 Great Britain ;—perſagded. thine many 
NN warm, well n men miſtake an un- 
reaſonable oppoſition to the King, and the Miaiſ- - 
ter, for true patriotiſm; ſenſiblè of the ſad conſe-- 
quences of national miſunderftandings ;—ardently 
wiſhing that all things may be ſo ordered and ſet- 
tled upon the beſt and ſureſt foundations (which, it. 
I .miſtake not, are reaſon, ſcripture and our excel- - 
lent conſtitution) that peace and harmony may, for 
all generations, be eſtabliſhed between Great Britain 
and her flouriſhing, colonies ; and defirous to in- 
ſpire you, Sir, and my diſſatisfied, diſſenting bre- 
thren, with the ſame loyal ſentiments, I take the 
pen to . expoſtulate with you about the-ſyſtem of 
politics, which you recommend to the public in 
your Letter to the Rew. Mr. Willey, occaſioned y 
his Calm Addreſs to the American Colonics.” * 

It is at this time peculiarly needful to throw light 
upon the queſtion debated between Mr. Weſley and 
you; for if you are in the right, the ſovereign is a 
tyrant, taxing the coloniſts is robbery, and enfor- - 
'cipg ſuch taxation by the ſword is murder, We 

| | E. cannot 


* 


9 75 | 2 1 f F. 5. e Exx. 1. 
© cannot hold up the hands of our ſoldiers by prayer, 
without committing ſin: nor can they fight with 
chriſtian courage, which is inſeparable from a good 
conſcience, if they ſuſpect that they are ſent to rob 
good men of their properties, liberties, and lives. 

Mr. Weſley aſſerts, That the ſupreme power in 
England has a legal right of laying any tax (Lvould 
fay-any PROPOR VIONABLE tax) 3 the ican 
Colonies, for any end beneficial to the whole empire, — 
evith or WITHOUT their conſent.”—And you reply, 
% 1Fthe Americans are indeed ſubject to ſuch a porver 
as this, their condition differs not from that of the moſs 
abjeci laves in the univerſe.” . — 

Sir, I venture to aflert, that you are miſtaken, 
and that Mr. Wefley's propoſition is rational, ſcrip- 
tural and conflitutionah, And, promiſing you to ſhew 
in another letter the abſurdity of your propoſition, 
J enter upon the proof of my aſſertion, by an ap- 

al to reaſon, ſcripture, and your own letter. In 
following this method, I ſhall addreſs you as a man, 
a divine, and a controvertiſt. Firſt, as a va: 
Does not your miſtake ſpring from your inatten- 
tion tothe nature of civil government? Yeu repre- 
ſent the power, which the king and parliament 
claim of diſpofing of ſome of the money of the Co- 
loniſts without their conſent, as an encroachment 
upon Britiſh liberty ;—as an unjuſt — 3 pre- 
teuſion;—nay, as a ſpecies of robbery.“ But 
did you never conſider, Sir, that in the nature of 
things, our ſovereign in England, FI mean by this 
word, the King and bis Parliament, Jointly mak- 
ing laws not contrary to the laws of God, whoſe 
ſupreme dominion muſt always be fubmitted to by 
all created lawgivers; and ſecondly executing the 
laws which they have made, by imparting to magiſ- 
trates and other officers of juſtice, a ſufficient power. 
to put them in force; ]—did you never conſider, I 
ſay, that our ſovereign, whether, we have a vote for 
parliament-men or not, has both a 1g, and a power 
to diſpoſe, not only of our ory, Tor alſo of ooo 
liberty and life; ſo far as that diſpoſal anſwers ends 
- agreeable to the law of God, beneficial to the _ 

3 0 
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of ſociety, and conducive to the general good? If 


| this political doctrine is explained, you will, I am 


perſuaded, aſſent to it, as an indubitabla truth. © 
Could the ſovereign rule and protect us, if he 
had not this right and this power? I injure your 
property, or, what is worſe, your reputation. Tou 
me for damages: but, bow can the ſovereign 
act ny 1 of protector of your property and good 
name, if he cannot command my rty, and 
rake from me by force what I unjuſtly detain from 
you, and what may make you ſatis faction for the 
injury done to your character? And ſuppoſe you 
kad wronged me, how could the ſovereign protect 
me, if he could not diſpoſe of your property with 
out your conſent? a 8 
This is exactly the eaſe with reſpect to Liber. 
If you ſtop me on the road, and unjuſtly depri ve me 
of the liberty of going about my buſineſs; can the 
ſovereign protect me, unleſs he has a right of depri - 
ving you of your lawleſs liberty, that I may quietly 
enjoy my lawful liberty? And does not equity de- 
mand, that if I — tyrant, who pretend 
to the liberty of tar- feathering you, the ſoverei 
thould have the fame power of protecting you, by 
binding me to my good behaviour, or by ordering 
me to n in 1 | 
This row extends to life, as woll as liberty. 
I demand your money or your hte. How can the 
fovereign — you more cfteCtually than by tak- 
ing away my life, for having attempted to take 
yours? By the rule of reciprocation, if you endea- 
vour to take away my life, I cannot be protected; 
and if you murder me, my blood cannot be proper- 
ly avenged; unleſs the ſovereign has power to put 
you to death. Hence it is, that proſecutions for 
capital offences are carried on in the name of the 
king, who is the head of the legiſlative power, and 
who, as he inſiſts ſin his capacity of lawgiver and 
protector of his ſubjects] upon the infliction | of ca- 
pital puniſhments, has alſo the royal prerogative ot 
pardoning criminals condemned to die, | 
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Come we now to taxes. If the ſovereign rules 
and protects his ſubjects; and if it is his office to 
avert the dangers which: threaten them,. and to ſee 
that juſtice be done to the oppreſſed ;_ he has his 
noble, I had almoſt: ſaid; his divine, buſineſs: and 
he has a right to live by his bufineſs.:—yea, to live 
in a manner which may anſwer to the importance 
and dignity of his buſineſs. Hence it follows, that 
he is not only as much entitled to a royal ſuſtenance 
from his ſubjects, as a ſchoolmaſter is entitled to a- 
ſchoolmaſter's maintenance from his ſcholars; or a2 
mĩniſter to a paſtoral ſupply from his flock; but that 
his right is ſo much the more conſpicuous, as his 
rank is higher than theirs. Now, this royal ſuſte - 
nance chiefly ariſes from cuſtom, and taxes. Hence 
it is evident, that to deny proper taxes to the ſove - 
' reign who protects and defends us, is, at leaſt, as 
groſs an act of injuſtice, as to reap the benefit of a 
lawyer's ſtudy, a phyſician's attendance, a nurſe's. 
care,. and a maſter's inſtructions ; and then to cheat 
them of the emolument which ſuch ſtudy, attend- 
ance, care and inſtructions reaſonably entitle them 
to. This is not all: . 
In a vaſt empire, where the ſovereign uſes. thou - 
ſands. of officers to keep the peace and adminiſter 
Juſtice, there is abſolute need of a great revenue for 
the maintenance of thoſe officers ;- and the collect 
ing of this revenue is the employment of thouſands 
more. If the. ſtate is in danger from external or 
internal foes; a ſufficient force in conſtant readineſs 
is abſolutely neceſſary to ſuppreſs. ſeditions, . quell. 
rebellions, obtain reſtitutions, prevent invaſions 
and hinger eneroachments. Hence, the need of a 
navy, an army, a militia, Hence, the need of ſea- 
ports, docks, fortifieations, garriſons, convoys, fleets 
of obfervatien, miniſters- at foreign . courts, arms, 
artillery, ammunition, magazines, and warlike ſtorcs 
without end; — hence, in ſhort, prodigious expences,.... 


Now, as all theſe expences are incurred for the. 


protection and dignity of the 2vbo/e.empire, do not 


reaſon and conſcience dictate.— (.) That all thoſe. 
a Who 
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who thare in the protection and dignity of the em- 
pire, ſhould contribute in due proportion towards 
defraying the national enpenee : —(2.) That, of 
conſequenee, the ſupreme power has an 3 
right of laying moderate tazes upon the ſubjects, 


for any end beneficial to the whole empire (3. ) 


That ſubjects have abſolutely no right to complain 
of taxation, unleſs they are taxed exorbitantly, or 


without due proportion: —(4.) That if Colonies of 


ſabjects, ſettled by. a a grant from the ſovereigu, wich- 
in the limits of the empire, have been ſ in their 
ſtate of infancy, either to their growth, or 
becauſe the revenue which might have ariſen from 

them at firſt, would hardly have detrayed 
the 7 75 of raiſing taxes; it by no means fol- 
lows, that, when ſuch Colonies have gathered 
ſtrength, and are as well able to bear a ſhare in the 


national burden as the mother country, they ſhould , 


ſtill be excuſed:—And laſtly, that &t0-ſay, % yo 
ſhallnottax me without my conſent,” is as im 
a ſpeech from a ſubject to his ſovereign, as to 
«6 you ſhall not protect the empire without my con- 
fent: if I ſteal, you n 
out my conſent: if I raiſe a rebellion, you ſhall not 
hang me unlefs I give you leave: — ſhall not diſ- 
poſe of my property without my permi ſſion, although 
of the bye) I will diſpoſe r the — hh of = 
fellow · fubjecto, not only without 
bat alſo in full oppolitign to vou authority: . 
abſurd, ier diſpofition this, which too many of 
an patriots evidenced, when, they impe- 
riouſly diſpoſed of the cargo of our ſhipe, forcibly 
threw the goods of our merchants into the fea, to 
the amount of many thouſan od thy art and ſer all 
America in a flame, as ſoon as infifted ' 
that the port of Boſton ſhould be ſhut up, nll the 
e of this daring act were delivered I 
ce, or, at leaſt, till ſatis was made to his 


| preſſed ſubjects, whoſe ſhips have been boarded in 4 


a piratical manner, and w fe property. has — 
; ni 
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feloniouſly deſtroyed, when they quietly traded un- 
der the — — Engliſh laws, and the protection 
of the Britiſh flag; truſting to the faith of Chriſti- 
ans ; depending on proteſtant uſage in the harbour 
of a proteſtant city ; expecting brotherly love, or at. 
leaſt common honeſty, from the ſons of pious Eng- 
liſhmen ; little thinking—but enough ot this black 
ſcene ;- may it be palliated by a ſpeedy reſtitution, 
and a laſting repentance! -— 1910 5 

- F hope, Sir, that the preceding remarks, which 
naturally flow from the principles of reaſon and hu- 
manity, recommend themſelves to your conſcience ;. 
and having thus addreſſed you as a rational creature, 
I take the liberty to addreſs you next as a Chriſlian; 
— yea, a preacher of the goſpel of Chriſt. As ſuch, 
you will not wonder at my - producing a paſſage or 
two from the venerable book, which. ought to be the 
rule of our conduct; ſermons, and publications. Let 


every /oul be ſubjeft to the higher powers. For there is 
no power but of God : the s that be, are ordained- 


of God. Whoſoever therefore [in lawful things] refft- 
erb the pawer [which providence calls him to So) 
refifteth the ordinance of God and they that refift, 

receive to themſelves condemnation, &c. Wherefore ye 
muſt! needs be ſubjedt not only for wrath, but alſo for con- 
ſcience fake, For, for this cauſe, PAN you TREBUTE- 
| i. e. taxes] a, &c. RENDER therefore to all their 
DUES © tribute to whom tribute. is DUE, cuſlom to whom: 


 cx/iom. Rom. xiii. 1, &c. 


I need not remind you, Rev. Sir, that our Lord. 
himſelf ſcrupulouſly followed this doctrine ; ſetting. 
xs au example that wwe ſhould follow his fleps. - For - 4 
though no Jew had a repreſentative. in the Roman. 
ſenate ;—although the emperor of Rome had not. 


half the right of taxing. the Jews, which our proteſt 


ant king has of taxing the Coloniſts, who are his. 
natural ſubjects —elhongh none of that emperor's 
predeceſſors. had made the Jews a grant of their. 
country ;—although Chriſt could have inſiſted on 
being exempted, as the ſon of God,, and the king of. 
kings ;—yea, altho' he could have pleaded abſolute 

| | Indigence 


— 


ſhew me tbe tribate- money. 
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indigence as the ſon of man: yet rather than ſet a 
pattern, which chriſtians might have abuſed in af- 


ter-ages, he unveiled his godhead ; his omniſcience 


ſearched the depth of the-ſea, his omnipotence in- 
verted the courſe of nature : he called the animal 


creation to his aſſiſtance: he wrought a miracle to 


pay bis tax. And to whom ?—To a foreign power 
—to an heathen prince to a bloody tyrant—to Ti- 


berius, who was the third of the rs. 


Nor was our Lord's doctrine, leſs loyal than his 


| pradtce His words are as ſtrong as thoſe of St. 


aul. The Herodians ſaid to bim, Mafter, wwe know 
that thou teacheft the <vay of God in truth, &c. Tell 
us therefore, what thinkeft thou ? Is it lawful to give 
tribute to Ceſar, or not? But Jeſus perceived their 
avickedneſs and ſaid, M hy tempt ye me, ye hypocrites ? 
ad they brought to him a 
penny. "And be ſaid to them, Whoſe is this image and 
ſu per ſeription ? they ſay to him,  Ceſar's. Then ſaith he 
unto them, Render therefore unto Ceſar, the things which 
are Ceſar's. Mat. xxii. 16, &c. 

Permit me, Sir, toclothe this Chriſtian doctrine in 
language adapted to our controverſy. The Coloniſts 
aſk you, Shall we pay, to the King and parliament of 
Great Britain, taxes which they have laid upon us 
without our conſent? -Y ou anſwer, Shew me ſome. 


of your lawful money newly coined, that I may ſee 


who rules and protects you now. They bring to 


| you a Guinea, with a royal head on one fide, and 


the Britiſh arms. on the other. You iſuy to them, 
whoſe is this image and ſuperſeription? They re- 
ply, King George's; and they read this motto, 


George III. by the grace of God, King of Great Britaix, 


Oc. Now, Rev. Sir, unleſs you will coin new 
money, together with a new goſpel, as you regard 
the word and authority of Jeſus Chriſt, you are 


bound to anſwer the Coloniſts as he anſwered the 


Herodians : and, 1n this caſe, inſtead of impoſing 


upon them the Antinomian paradoxes of your let- 


ter, and throwing oil upon the flame of revolt, you 
will ſay, Render therefore to George III, as head 
ct 
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Be ſaye, 
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4 ) Kant 


ofthe lepifiative, protective power of Great Britain, 
the things whictart ns: that is, Pay to u,, by his 
officers, the reaſonable taxes which are laid upon 
for in ſo doing you"only give him As non. 
Toby him obedienee and taxes, — 
Governor and Protector. Hence it appears, that 
Mr. only unfolds our Lord's doctrine, when 
The receptwon of any law draws after it, 
by a chain which canmvr be broken, the neceſſity of 
admitting raxation.” The primary right of taxa- 


tion is inſeparable from the fupreme er, and if 
our ld bar Gotoh 


reſpecti ve pariſhes at home, and 
abroad, have a riglit to ceſs themſelves, with reſpect 
to their private it is only à deleguted 
ſubordinate right, which by no means exempts them 
from the taxes laid upon them to defray the general 
expence of the Government. — ao to 
pretend that partiſi rates, — — ought 
ſuperſede taxation by the ſovereign in a body 
is as abfurd as to affirm, that the pulſes 
in the human body exight to ſuperſede" the vitahme- 
Haring expoſtulated with 9 — 
entious man, and a minifter of the goſpel, permit 
me, Sir, to addreſs y, us a et drr. 
You give us tounderſtand, that the act of parhament, 
by which the Coloniſts are taxed, is an unconſtitu- 
tional act; becauſe the Ooloniſts, as inheriting the 
vileges of Britons, cannot be conftiturionallyraxed | 
a'parliamhent, where they are not atlowed to ſend 
repreſentatires. But do you 7 —.— very let 
ter to Mr. W. overthrow this plea ? Do you 
not the very truth, ohe he reſts his doc · 
trine of that conſtitutional Tetſonabletieſs"of the tur- 
ation t as "tyrannieal'? Undo 
you do: — conſidering that mamy large towns, a8 
Birmingham, &c. ſend no tepreſentative t partia- 
ment, when the hill called Old Sarum, ſends two; 
and chat myriads of men, h 4a have their fortune 
in ready money, —— in trade, or in the ſtocks, 
have no right to vote for parliament- men, becauſe 
they 


ax. 75 n 


- 


they have no. freehold ; when a poor man, da 

a. mortgaged freehold on which he ſtaryes, has a 

i to chuſe his repreſentative. : conſidering this 
Yy 


you 4 60 A | 


by no. means egually 2 
We thank you, $i, conceſſion, which (by 
the bye) you could. nat help making, You grant 


then, that the conflitution allows of unequal repre/ſenta- 


tian; ſince it allows, that ſome towns, and ſome 


yam, at = Fes 22 not permitted to 
any · in granting this, you in 
grant, that Boſton may A nn 
Abe a peculiar repreſentative, as well as —— 
; and chat the rich merchants of Boſton may 
= legally taxed as the rich merchants of Birming- 
ham, who are not entitled to a vote. Now, Sir, if 
the Conſtitution. allows of unequal repreſentation z 
= it the taxation of myriads ot men, who ſend no 


repreſentatives to the houſe of commons, is confti»- 


tutional; I alk. in the n why do 
you repreſent. ſuch taxation as with 
reſ the Coloniſts ? 
Tou re * 66 This is an acknowl 
conflitution.” -—90, Sir, your zeal for the conſtitution 
throws. off the maſk, and you impeach the conſti- 
tution! Might you not have ſaid at once, The 
arliament may indeed conſtitutionally tax the Co- 
Fonife for it taxes millions of. Britons who have 
no vote for parliament-men : but the conſtitution is 
difeHive.; and we patriots, we friends of the conſti- 
tution, will avowedly find fault with the conſtitu- 
tion, till we can find an opportunity of caſting it in- 
7. a neu mould? And what pa Bo which, 
tear, raſh: patriots are ng ready as fait as they 
can, and into which rey hope v0 at ee. 


minds of the populace, you help us to gueſs, 
where you ſay, ** Z is ugly. evident,” (to ſuch 
good, friends of the —— as you are) — Ii is 
giaringly evident, that there is not a man in En gland, 


. en geg außen r | 


men, ſhall ſend repreſentatives to parliament, when | 
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pu may, if be pleaſes, have a voice in the diſpoſal of bis <. 
7 3 ie inlaying on 3 | 
or (which comes to the fame) in making and re- 
pealing laws. Sir, I would no more encourage a ty- 
| rannical monarch, and an oppreflive parliament 
than you: but ſuppofing our mild King were a ty- 
7. rant, and his partament conſiſted of three hundred 
ü and ninety-nine little tyrants, would jit not be bet- 
ter, upon the whole, to be ruled by four hundred 
tyrants than to be at the mercy: of four hundred 
fand? If you calmly weigh this queſtion, I 
am perſuaded, Sir, that your prejudices will ſub- 
fide. In the mean time remember that if you are 
right as a patriot, you are wrong, not only as a 
nas and a Chriftian, but alſo as a cantrovertiſ; and 
that, whether the conſtitution is defebive or not, 
and 1 you can mend it or not, you ro 
5 d that eſtntation is conſtitutional, 
| ry 1 Bach or taxation of myriads of 
- Britons in England, and ſons of Britons in'Ame- 
rica, who ſend no repreſentatives to parliament, is 
| agreeable to the conſtitution. ooo 


© You ftrengthen your cauſe — a French 
and an Enplit — As N. — has taken 
particular notice of theſe quotations in the laſt edi- 
tion of his Addreſs, I ſhall only tranſcribe his an- 
ſwers. You write, All the inhabitants, &.“ fays 
' Monteſquieu, ſpeaking of the Engliſh conſtitution, 

«© ought to have a right of voting at the election of 
are ntative, except ſuch as are ſo mean as to 
de deemed to have no will of their own.” Nay, fan- - 

ſwers Mr. W.] © if all have a right to vote that have 

# will of their own, certainly this right belongs to 

every man, woman, and child in England.“ A man 
Bas a will of his own, whether he be twenty or thirty 

Fears old, and whether he have forty pence or for- 
; ty ſhillings a year. AUT BO OPER TS Sits © 

One quotarion' more. Judge Blackſtone ſays, 
% In a free flate, every mam who is ſuppoſed: to be 
free agent, ought, in ſome meaſure, to be his on 
governor: therefore, one branch at leaſt of the 

tas | N legiſlative 


tdbey voted 
broad, whether they are freeh 


— 
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1 legiſlative power ſhould reſide in che 2vbole body of the 


„ Mr. Weſley anſwers: At who are tbe 


whole boch of the people ? According to him, every 


free agen Then the argument proves too much; 
for, are not women free-agents ? Lea, and poor as 
well as rich men According to this argument, 

there is no ee fate under the ſun.'—From theſe 
Juſt anſwers it is evident, that your ſcheme. drives at 
utting the legiſlative power in every body's hands, 
| t is, at ONE Mob. 201 TB 

To conclude; . up the foree of the preceding 
argumente I aſk, Firſt, Is not the demand of propor- 
tionable, moderate taxes, which the Sovereign of 
Great Britain has upon our wealthy fellow: ſubjects 
ſettled. in the Britiſh dominions on the continent, 

both rational, ſcriptural, and conſtitutional — Nati- 
onal, as W fon oh upon a reaſonable, ſelf- vi- 
dent right, flowing from the nature and; fitneſs of 
things, and acknowledged by every civilized nation 
under heaven ?—Sergpiural, as being ſupported by 
the explicit commands of St. Paul, and Chriſt him- 


elf ? — And, Conflitztional, fince the conſtitution en- 


joins, that millions of Britons at home, who have 
no voĩer at elections, or are repreſented by men whom 
inſt; and that myriads of Briten: 
m or not, fand 
ſome of them are not only free holders, but members 
of parliament alſo} ſhall be all taxed without, their- 
7 128 48 5: b Sir. h GB: al i 15552 00 1 
er myſelf, Sir, that this appeal to your con - 
ſcience,” your bible, and your Jega/ — will 


ſoſten your prejudices, and prepare your mind for 


iny nett letter. In the mean time 1 earneſtly re- 
commend to your thank ful admiration, the excel - 
vernment, which equally 
- guards our rank liberties, and lives, againſt 
the tyranny of unjuſt, arbitrary, or cruel monarehs: 
and againſt the ferocity of that Cerberus,—that 
Hyd, that Briareuz, —that many-headed mon- 
_— r, reitleſs men, who 
5 dominion g—;/peak evil gaities ;—g1Ve to 
rl behaviour, ſe A infolence, — * 
. 3 


8 " 
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upinaſked, the pe e perverted name of gan lag j= 
Thy ul enormities under pretence of redrefling grie- 
vances; and ſet up the enfign of devaſtation, where- 


ever they erect their ftandard of lawleſs liberty. 
| Hopin Sir that a panic fear of a virtuous king, 
a Howie parliament, and a conſcientious miniſter, 
whoſe ernte I is only that of making d conſtitutional 
ſtand againſt the boiſterous overflowings of civil an- 
rinomiahifm ;—hoping, Tifay, that fuch an abſurd 
fear will never hurry you into groundleſs diſcontent 
and unguarded publications; —mtreating you to take 
no ſtep which may countenance king Mos, his mer- 
cileſs miniſter, Rapine, and his riotous patliamenr 
fummoned from the '** moſt deſpicable hovels ; 4 
requeſting you to exalt our divine La | 
ſums up his law of liberty in theſe precious ſtatutes, 
endet to Ceſar the wes, which are Ctſat"s, and ts 
od, the things whith ar God's: == u * 
12 #nts you,” that you lovt' ont dnolber, ar I have 
% 190 ' withing y „u, Sir, all ſcriptural fuceeſs in 


A which % „ Subinit youtſtlwer to ewery or- 
dinance b for the Lord": ſalts whether it be th tht 
king, 5 rene 5" er unte governors, ar unte hem bu 
are ſent by him for the puts T of evil-aoers," | 
for the RAI of them that ae ard 
ag, that when the governots, generals 9700 
fag to Ametica, ſhall land there, our diſobedieift 
ee ſubjects may be found ding well, I. e, pent: 
ry ſubmitting themſelves to their ſovereign, that 
breatned puniſhment may be turned intò deſer- 
yy praiſe dad begging you would take in 
irt the freedom of this well- meant expoſtul 
declare that I am as much in love with BBevly as 2 
with loyal; and that I write an one felt truth, 
hen I ſubſcribe myſelf, a 
Rev. Sir, apts * 
Four aſſectionate fellow: denne Th in the ie goßpel A 
469 © Jeter Or by birth and education, and a ſub- 


"ject of Great Britain by loye of " liberty and 


free choice. | 
% ea Niers 
Madely, » 9 
Nov, 155 1775. 
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1 Welſley's doctrine of government is rational, 
ſcriptural, and conſtitutional; and that a right of ; 
taxing ſubjects with, or without their conſent, is an 
inſeparable appendage of ſupreme government. 
ſhall now, attempt to prove, that your doctrine of 
liberty, and taxation only with ous own conſent, is 
abſurd. and, unconſtitutional; and that, whilſt you | 
try to break the lawful Joke of civil N 
laid on the Coloniſts, you doctri nally bind the great- 
eſt part of the Engliſh with chains of the moſt abject . 
ſlavery, and fix a. ridiculous charge of robbery on 
the king. and parliament, for taxing ſong millions 
of Britons, who are no more repreſented in parlia- 
ment, than the foreigners who ſojourn in England, . 
or the Engliſh who live abroad. ein 
Permit me to ſtate the queſtion more particularly 
than I have done in my former letter. Mr. Wesley 
thinks, that the coloniſts are miſtaken, when they 
confider themſelves as put on a level with flaves, be- 
cauſe. they are taxed by a parliament in which they 
have no fepreſentatĩves· of their o.] chuſing: I ſay 
their own chufing, becauſe I apprehend that, as all 
the freeholders and voting burgeſſes in Great Bri- 
tain virtually repreſent the commonalty of all the 
Britiſh:empire (except Ireland, which being a king- 
dom by ;tlelf, and no Engliſh'colony, coins its own » 
money, and has. its 8 ;) and as + 
be 0 f 9 4 | lured: 


1 Hope 1 have proved in my firſt letter, that Mr 


- 


- Tach +freehalders, , 
commonalty, whether it be made up of voters or 
non · voters, of poor men or men of property, of 
men at home, at ſea, or on the continent : ſo the 

HFouſe of Commons virtually repreſents all the free - 


holders and voting burgeſſes in Great Britain; whe- 
ther they voted or not at the laſt election, or whe- 
ther they voted for or againſt the ſitting members. 
| With an eye to this virtual repreſentation, which 
draws after it a paſſive ſubmiſſion to taxation, Mr. 


—_ 
. Lerri 2. ” lf 
de. virtually repreſent all ih. 


* * 3 
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W. aſks 3 * Am I and two millions of Engliſhmen,” 


who have no right to vote ſor repreſentatives in 


 - parliament, made ſlaves, becauſe we are taxed with-. 
out our own conſent ?* You reply: Tes, Sir, if.you © 

ure taxed without your own Poms 7 ans area laue. 
ve 


Tou confider ſuch taxation as ry quinteſſence 
of fawvery;”* you declare, that if the Americans 
ſubmit to it, ©* 74eir condition differs not from that of 
the moſt abjeti_flawes in the mniverſe 3” and you infinu- 
ate, that whoever attempts to tax them otherwiſe 
than by their direct tatives, attempts an 
_ injary ;. obocwer dbcs it, commits a robbery ; be throws 
_ doo the diftindtion between liberty and ſlavery. Tax- 
ation, and repreſentation (you mean direct repreſenta- 
tion) are coewal wwith, and efſential to this con flitution.” 
But when you publiſh ſuch affertions, which juſtify 
the armed Coloniſts, and reprefent the majority in 
parliament as a gang of robbers, does not an enthu- 
faſtic warmth for lawleſs liberty carry you beyond 
the bounds of calm reffteftron ? And are you aware 
of the ſtab which you give the conſtitution ; and of 
the 1nfult which you offer, not only to your ſuperi- 
ors, but alſo to millions of your worthy countrymen, 
whom you abſurdly ftigmatize as ſome of the . 7 
3 in the univerſe?" es 
Probably not one in five of our huſbandmen, fail- 
ors, ſoldiers, mechanics, day-labourers, and bired 
fervants, are freeholders, or voting burgeſſes. And 


muſt four out of five, in theſe numerous claffes of 
free-born Engliſhmen, wear the badge of the mof? 
def flavery, in compliance with your chimerical 
: Is notion 


* Levy. = Ert) 


A notions of liberty ? We are not allowed to vote (6: 


long as we are _— — mult alfo all — 
| men, from ſeventeen Fears of age to 
bo: i mer be confidered as off abjett fates 9” 
Tou may ſay, indeed, that they are repreſetited by 
-their parents or ians: but what, if theſe guar- 
dians or parents no vote themſetves ? Beſides, 
if minors can be thus repreſented, why ſhould not 
our Colonies be reprefenred in the ſame manner 4 


the Mother-Country, which has fo tenderly n | 
and fo carefally —.— them from their infaney? 
To return: If the wives of freeholders are * 
poſed to vote by their huſbands, What muſt we ay 
- of thoſe who have buried their huſbands? Have all 
widows buried their liberty with the partner of their 
bed ?—A freeholder has ſeven children ; he leaves 
his free hold to his eldeſt ſon ;. and becauſe he cannot 
leave à freehold to all, will you reproach him as the 
father of fix abject ſlaves ? Another frecholder, to 
pay his debts, is obliged to ſell his freehold, and of 
conſequence his right of tuzing himſelf,” Does he 
ſell his liberty with his free and “ 7zobbot h- 
f in abſoluteflavery ? The general election comes 
on: à young gentieman wants = few months of the 
age, which the law requires in a voter; and of con- 
ſequence he cannot yet chuſe his on repreſentative; 
muſt he continue 1 fave till the next election -A 
knight, diſapproved by moſt voters in the county, 
offers to repreſent” them: they try in vain to get 
fome other gentleman to oppoſe him; and the can- 
didate whom they tacirly object to, fits in the houſe 
chiefly for want of a competitor. Is their Hberty at 
all affected by this kind of in voluntary repreſenta - 
tion, which after it a kind of in voluntary tax- 
- ation ?—At the next election, perhaps, the oppoſi- 
tion runs high between ſeveral candidates: one has 
II ſoppoſe] 2000 votes; another, 1900; and a 
third, 1700. The firſt is elected: two choùfund 
freeholders are raxed by a repreſentative of their 
own chuſing, and 3600 voters go home diſappoint- 
ed of their choice, and having the mortification of 
deing taxed by a man whom they did not vote into 
is parliament x 


\ 


= 
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parliament ; nay, by a man whom they oppoſed 
with all their might, Their choice is, perhaps, 
equally fruſtrated with regard to the other knight of 
tho ſhire. Now, are theſe 3600 voters in any de- 
gree reduced- ang” ſtate of flavery, till they has: 
an opportunity. of being repreſented according to 
their mind ?—Again, a hates En is 
poſſeſſed of a houſe, which he lets for thirty · eight 
ſhillings a year; for want of two ſtillings more in- 
his yearly income he is no freeholder ; = like the 
- Coloniſts, he is taxed without his conſent.; ; is he 
«© an abjcA lave” on this account? Wild patriotiſm 
anſwers in the affirmative ; but im men ſmile 
and ſay, What! is Britiſh liberty ſo mean a bleſſing 
as to depend upon a couple of ſhillings? Could a 
ew make it 3 on an hinge more contemptible 
— this? O Sir, what a low price does your ſyſ- 
tem ĩndirectiy fix upon a jewel, on which you ſeem» 
to ſet ſo immenſe a value! 

Once more: during the laſt election, myriads of 
Engliſhmen were abroad, ſome upon their travels or 
for their health, and others upon civil, military, or 
mercantile buſineſs; nor had they any more — 
in the choice of the parliament- men who now tax 

them, than the. American Coloniſts; and will you 
aver, Sir, that if all theſe Engliſhmen were collect. 
ed, they might conſtitutionally. reform the conſti - 
tution, and tax themſelves by a congreſs compoſed 
of men whoſtimulate them to diſcontent? Will you : 
aſſert, that ſuch a congreſs would do well to make 
laws in oppoſition to the ſtatutes of the king and 
parliament?: and would you call the 8 of 
ſuch a congreſs loyal ſubjects, if they raiſed an army 
to drive the king's forces out of his own dominions ; 
yea, out of thoſe very. provinces, where they hold 
their land by gracious grants of the crown here 


have acquired their wealth under the protec- 


tion of the other-Country ;—and-where- the So- 
vereign's forces,” which. they now endeayour.to cut 
off, have kindly fought their battle? 
To come nearer to the paint: ſome. years ago, 
Lov: Clive, member for Shrewſbury, went to A 


A. 
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(ele; and lord Pigor, member for Bridg - 


7 north are, reduced to à partial, . 
| r 


* 


north, is now gone there. r im- 
menſely large ; yrt in"confequence of their leaving - 
England, the former lord Was, and the latter is, 
taxed' without his'cotifent ? And will you ſtand to 


yvur abſurd doctrine, Sir, and infer, that the bur- 


geſſes of Shrewſbury were, r ergy 4s. 
| te of 
ſlavery, by the emigration of one repreſen · 
tatives; and that Lord Clive was, and Lord Pigot 
now is, an abſolute flave'; becauſe, in conſequence 


of their emipration, the former was, and the latter 
is, faxed without his cohſenr? AR ſay that lord 


born Englithm 


_Chlive came back to England, 


come back, if they have ſet their b 


only with Britons in 


day that an additional land tax is laid to fubi 


that lord Pigo 
may return and rax/himfelf, if he pleaſes ;- I reply, 
This is exactly the cafe with the Oolohiſtes. Hy 


togillarive power 


of parliament. But — 
| earts upon legiſ- 
hittve honours. © The Mother-Countty, und the par- 
liament-houfe, ure as open to them, as to any free · 
an. They may purchuſe frecholdt, 
they muy de made burgeſſes of corportte to, 


dy there. Phe Ooloniſtu are then o 's'! | 
bers of partiament who are abroad. And therefore 


to demand ſuperior privileges, is to demand righte 


which no Britons have, and of whiek the members 


of partiument who go out of Great Btitain fever 


chought of: our Britiſh Nabobs not èxcepted. 
As mountain riſes upon mountain among the Alpe, 
fo abſurdities riſe upon abſurdities in your ſyſtein : 


take ſome more inſtances of it. If we believe you, 


Sir, h is an abhect fave, who is taxed without his 
conſent. Hence follows another abſurdity. Tho: 
Colonies, the knights of a large Thirt are abſent : 
the one, I ſuppoſè, is kept from the hauſe by all». 
nefs, and the other is called into the coutitry by Bu- 


91 0. 


x - —_— 


they may be choſen members of the houſe. of com- 
mon; vnd ſome of them, if I miſtake not, fit * 


ſineſs or pleaſure : neither votes for the bill. No, 
Sir, are they, and the county, they repreſent, made 
flaves by being taxed without their conſent 7—If 
you reply, that their not oppoſing the bill implies 
that they conſent to it: I anſwer, The inference 
is not juſt. I did not oppoſe the laſt murder which 
was committed in the county, but you will wrong 
me, if you infer that I conſented. to it. Many 
clergymen will not oppoſe your letter, who never - 
theleſs reprobate the Jo ride it contains. 
dts But, granting that your inference is juſt, I preſs 
you cl 1 int out two knights I ſuppoſe the 
members for Middleſex] who. oppoſe bill with 


if your ſcheme of liberty is right, it follows, that our 


great patriots, and the little patriots whom they re- 
l flaves ; or the ER 
xed, not only without their eonſent, but-agai 
ally 
How 7 abſurd then is your ſcheme, Sir; 
finde it not or * the badge of the moſt abject 
are upon all the, Britons who are not electors, 
- but 5 15 all the electors and members of par · 
llament, who call themſelves gatrioti, with as much 
| ee eee vines call themſelves 
TC. 4.4; 1d 0064530) 3d ai 045. 13427 3611! 
a You reply, In all collective bodies, the deter- 
' minations of the majority of that body, are al 
* confideredas the determinations ofthe whole 2 
* and every man who eaters into N implicit 
*conſents it Gould be fo,” Mr. W. and I. Sir, thai 


you for this conceſſion. If you and the Coloniſts 


ſtand. to it, 
their arms. For every body knows. that Great 
Britain and her Colonics make a collective, political 


body, called. the Bruiſh empire: and you declare, 


X that % “ ſuch. bodies, the determination of \ the 


majority are always confidered as the diterminations of 


the robole Body.” Now, Sir, if you do but allow that 
Great Britaig, is the , mojority of the Britiſ empire 


[and 


a 1 * "> 2 
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ir warmeſt oppoſition; ſeein are addition - 
taxed to bets their es de to reaſon... 


yg wil throw down. your pen, and they. . 


: > 


« 
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1 Land you cannot reaſonably deny it; conſidering 
: 
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ferm 
king 


that they are liable to taxation by the parliament, 


Four opponent,” you yourſelf lay d 


\ F 
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the glory, wealth, fame and invincible navy of the 


mother - country; together with the grant ſhe made 


to the Colonies of the large provinces, which they 


hold under her, as cottagers hold their gardens and 


habitations under the lord of the manor, who gave 
them leave to encloſe and build upon a part of the 
waſte within the limits of his jurifdiftionJ—if you 
do but allow, I ſay, that Great Britain is the majo- - 


_rity of the Britiſh empire; according to your own 
conceſſion, the determinations of Great Britain are to 
be always confldered as the deter iirinations of the whole 


Britiſh empire: and every colony zxrpliciely conſents. 
it ſhould be fo.” But the American Colonies have not 


only implicitly conſented it ſhould be ſo; they have 


_ alſo done it explicitly, by humbly thanking the king 


for their charters, one of which fays, in expreſs 
Jer are exempt from paying taxes to the 
ſeven years; plainly implying, ſays Mr. 
W. with great truth, that after thoſe ſeven years, 
they were to pay taxes like other ſubjects, if the 


- ſovereign taxed them: and if the king and parlia - 
ment have allowed them a longer time, it is abſurd 


and wieked to draw from this indulgence a plea to 
palliate a notorious breach of truſt. As for the 
charter of Pennſylvania, ir ſays in expreſs terms, 
and therefore their riſing againſt ſuch taxation is 
ingratitude, perverſeneſs, and a notorious breach 
enen - 710053 30 0 00 SERTROTET . > 
One more remark upon your important conceſſion, 
If you grant that the minarity in parliament has 
implicitly and paſſively conſented to the meaſures of 
the majority, though very much againſt their will; 
witneſs their warm petitions, proteſtations, remon- 
ſtrances, &c, do you not ' abundantly grant thi 
leading propoſition of Mr. W's addreſs,” in a thous 
fand cafes, * any other than this kind of conſtnt the con- 
dition of civil life does not allow?” Thus To great 1 
the force of truth !] after all your eng nl 
own his an 
principle: 


\ 


\ 
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Pee : you, come back tothe very point whence 


e ſtarted, and are reduced to the neceſ« 
fary af maintaining, that our Ragliſh erte vcalled, 
are ſome of the malt abject flayey.in the unzverte: 
2 that our American Colonies, arg ſome of 
moſt. unreaſonable Colonies i in the world, fince they 
take up. arms to oppole 2. e power to whi 
they have conſented, not o 
the minority does to 


. . 


ok 5 9. een 


Fa ner Irew his breath. 
ee 1 eee of 


e are inſeparable zccording to the con- 
tituti 


to Monfieur Monteſeuien's erroneous ac- 
count o he Britiſh conſtitution you add the bare 
afſertions o of Lord Cm and lord 4 Chathey. But 


permit, me to obſerve, Sir, that all the Frenchmen 


and Engliſh lords in the world, can never or. 
throw. a doctrine which [as I have pron" in my firſt. 


letter} Randy or falls with reaſon, ſeripture, and 
matter 

If your noble auxiliaries, to whom Neuß join Mr. 
Locks mean an jndite repreſentation, we v 
aſſent to your aſſertion: and we reply, that in this 
ſchſc, the taxation of the Colaniſts is not not ſeparated 
from repreſentation: For the Colonies of Great 


Britain are zadfreh repreſented by Great Britain, 


as the children of electors are ingirely repreſented 
by their fathers; as the non- voters at elections are 


indireftly repreſented by the voters; and as the elec- 


wa. who are.at/ſea, or on the continent, are indi- 


. repreſented by thoſe who are in che ind. 


; Bur if thoſe lords mean a dire? repreſentation, they 


are 


ely, 
the majority in — iament; 


N 
N 
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when,. ſpeaking of taxation and 
God has jnined theme 
them : To endeavour 


When you have raſhly c enſe u 
God, you may well indirectly arge robbery up- 


ſpeech, +. My. pofivan is this— 
maintain it te my 


are init this 


poſtion is founded on the lax of 
nature. it is mare: it is an eternal law of nature 
nature you mean the fallen 
Jays With aur tongue will. we 
our lips are our own; who ts Lord over u? 
you go on: Whatſoever is a man's 
own, is abſolutely his own: na man has @ right 
it from him withaut bis confent, either expreſſed by him- 
ſelf ornepreſentative.” Nay, 
to ſay, © M hacer attempts lo 
to the context, whoever attempts to tax a man, 
Ms 5: to the tax, either perſonally 
or by his direct repreſentati ö 
ab hac mer does it, | and the 
„What a ſpeech! G 
ſevere judges as you ar! 
Nothing can be more exroneous Sir, than the 
principle on which you ſound your bold, though in- 
direct indictment:: — i5 4 man's 


1 grant it, Sir, if 
nature of the men 


FN. ths 
| ſo warm as 


Li. e. agreeably 


e 
done it! 
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ABSOLUTELY NIS owx.“ I do not ſeruple toaſ- MW 
ſert, that this principle is deteſtable, as being un- 
Seriptural—irrational—and highly waconſlitutional. — 
(t.) Unſcriptural : For the ſcriptures teach us, that 
God is the firſt and grand propnetor of all things; 
that the powers that be, are erdained bim; and that 
{ for the ends mentioned in my firſt letter] he dele- 
gates his dominion and authority to kings and ma- | 
iſtrates. Hence it is, that both in the Old and 
New Teſtament, thoſe who make and enforce laws, 
A are called gods; and that St. Paul declares, He that 
| ; reffleth the power, refifleth the ordinance or Gon, To 
ſay therefore, that what we have, is ab/o/gtely our 
own, is to ſhake off the yoke of God's ſupreme do- 
minion, and of the ' delegated dominion of kings, 
* lawgivers, and magiſtrates, who are his heutenants 
and repreſentatives, e eee e EO OR 
(2.) Your principle is irrational: For, if what - 
| ever a man has, is ab/olutely his own ;?*? it follows 
| that non- voters and foreigners, who never conſented 
= to our laws, either perſonally or by appointing their 
| _ repreſentatives, can never be taxed, impriſoned, or 
| . hanged, unleſs they firſt fign the warrants, by which 
their rty, liberty, and life, is legally diſpoſed 
of. And if to diſpoſe of their property by taxation 
[i | is robbery ; by the ſame rule we may ſay, that to 
| diſpoſe of their liberty and life by legal warrants, 
which they have not endorſed, is inhoſpitable ty - 
Tanny, and-downright murder. yet, ciy 
3.) Your prinei ple is highly anconſflitutional. But 
few, comparatively, of the inhabitants of Great Bri- 
tain have a ſhare in the legiſlative power: neverthe - 
leſs, the properties, liberties, and lives of all, are 
diſpoſed of according to law. The conſtitution al- 
lows it the coaſtitution enjoins it. And yet you 
tell us, that diſpoſing of the property of non · voters 
| is wxconſiitutional; and that to lay taxes upon them, 
= is to commit robbery. Now, Sir, if you are right, 
| the government robs 212 families in my pariſh only. 
I With two of my neighbours I:have;juſt calculated 
I} the number of. houſe-keepers in our little _— 
. * | pon 
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V pon a moderate computation we find 78 freehold- 
er in 290 families. Hence it follows, that 212, fa- 
milies out of 290, have no ſhare in legiſlation, either 
erſonally, or by ſending any repreſentative to par- 
iament. And yet all theſe families are taxed : the 
maſters of ſome of them, who live upon large farms, 
for which they pay the land - tax, pay more.to the 
government than moſt freeholders. To ſay nothing 
of the land-tax and. highway-money, they are all 
taxed in moſt of the articles. which they uſe in 
houſe-keeping. The tea and ſugar they drink in 
the morning, the ſalt they eat at noon, the candle 
; they burn at night, the ſhoes they wear all the day, 
are taxed: Their tobacco, ſnuff, gin, ale, and rum, 
[great articles with too many of them] are all tax- 
ed: Thus, according to your unconſtitutional doc- 
4 trine, they are robbed from morning till night. The 
1 treeholders, officers of exciſe, and collectors of tax - 
j es, are little robbers ; and the king and his parlia-- 
| ment, the great robbers. Did ever any . patriot 
pour more contempt upon the conſtitution, than you 
inadvertently. do ? If you could proſelyte me to your 
patriotiſm, Sir, I would no more celebrate the gth 
of Nov. as a day of thankſgiving. I would wiſh ſuc- 
ceſs to any man that would venture his neck, in 
order to blow up the den of thieves, with all the 
robbers who aſſemble therein. n 
Lou inſinuate that theſe 2 12 non - voters are (ale 
to purchaſe a freehold. if they chuſẽ it, and to become 
voters for themſelves and their families. But you are 
miſtaken, Sir; I know my pariſn better than you do. 
Some of the houſe-keepers I mention, could not vote 
on account of their ſex, though they ſhould have 
twenty eſtates; and moſt of the reſt would find it, 
through their poverty, much more difficult to pur- 
chaſe a freebold;.than moſt of our American patriots. 
Lou anſwer. If this is the caſe, their “ property 
muſt' be fo ſmall, that it can be. of no conſequence, to them 
who has the! granting of it.” But I argue in a quite 
contrary manner: For, if my poor pariſhioners have 
little of the neceſſaries of lite, by every dictate of 
5 D 2 common 


4 


the poor, as | 
Navery, which your ſyſtem ſuppoſes to be inſepara- 
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common ſenſe, it is of the gre ener to 
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them, not to be robbed of that little. fe who- 


have blood to ſpare may truſt their arm in the 
hands of almoſt any furgeon : But theſe whoſe veiny 


are already drained, are deeply intereſted in the 


choice of him, who is to let out the precious 


which chen eng fo ill jurt with, The g wich | 


a couple of ſhillings, or the lofing of two days work 
in mending the highways, is more to a poor man 
who has a large family, than the lofing of 20001. is 


to a man of fortune. Taxes are never felt by the 


rich ; becauſe they pay them out of their = $a 
ous abundance : whereas the poor part with ſome 


of the neceffaries of life, whenever they part with a 


penny. Befides, the poor, not being able to bu 
— live chiefly upon bread, which h 8 
eſt food, They eat a pound of it, where the rich eat 
an ounce, Therefore, when our wealthy legifla- 
tors raiſe the price of bread, by allowing a bounty 
for the exportation of corn, or by forbidding the 
1mportation or permitting the diſtilling of it, they 
reap the principal benefit, and the poor bear the 
principal burden. You advance then, a monſtrous 
PR, when you infinuate, that legiflation, © cat 
of no conſequence” to the poor: For the capital 
branch of legiſlation, which ratſes-or finks the price 
of corn, chiefly concerns the loweſt claſs of ind, 
by whom corn is chiefly conſumed. 3 
This is not all. The legiflative power diſpoſes of 
our life and locomotive li , as well as of our 


property. T have ſeen ſome free-born Engliſhmen, 


who never had any ſhare in legiſlation, put in the 
ſtocks or ſent to jail + I have ſeen others loaded with 
irons, ready for tranſportation : and others with a 
rope about their neck, ready for the gallows. Now, 
as the poor are as much concerned in the diſpoſal of 


their locomotive _— and life, as the rich, do you 
1atl 


rtiality, Sir, when you repreſent 


not betray groſs 
ons who may be doomed to abe 


} 
* 0 
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bly connected with our having no ſhare in the | 


legiſla - 
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legiſlature: Indigence and ſlavery are not naturally 


n 


connected. The poor Indians are as jealous of their 
liberty as you. And when the Lacedemonians and 
the Romans were in the loweſt circumſtances, they 


1 - > 


_ valued their liberty moſt. 


is true, you infinvate that all who eanuot pur- 
chaſe a freehold, are not abſolutely obliged to remain 
flaves; "becauſe a place in the legiſlature is a pri- 
vilege extended in a fe boroughs to every one that 
boils a- pot, But does not this very argument pour 
freſh contempt upon , your notions of ſlavery and: 
kberry ? Does it not make Engliſh liberty, or abject. 
ſlavery, to turn upon the boiling. or not. boiling, .ot- - 
a pot? Hoyever; ſuppolingthat all who are not able- 
to purchaſe freeholds, could avoid ſlavery by crowd 
ing with their families into the few. boroughs you; 
mention; which many Coloniſts could do with great- 
er eaſe than thouſands of Britons: Or, ſuppoſing. 
this peculiar privilege were extended to all the pot 
Hoilers in Great Britain; would you mend the con- 
ſtitution by theſe means? No: you would only.” 
avoid one. inconvenieney by running upon another: 
For the rich would juſtly complain ot a levelling 
ſcheme, Which would allow every ſtarving cottager 
to have as good a right of granting their property, 
as they have themſelves. NN e 
Again: if Britons, and ſons of Britons, muſt be- 
© equally repreſented,” with reſpect to the diſpoſal of 
their property, in order to be free men; have not 
the rich a. right to make a congreſs, and to enact, 
that, as the man who has forty. ſhillings a year in 
land, has one vote; ſo he who has twice forty.”- 
ſhillings ſhould have two votes; and he who has ten 
thouſand pounds a year, ſhould have five thouſand?” 
votes; by which. means, he might return himſels- 
member tor any poor borough in the kingdom ? 
On the other hand, will not the poor have as good ga . 
right to riſe in their turn, and to form another con- 
bote under pretence, that rich men have but one 
V. and one life, any more than the poor; and 
N 1 * .  *"thkretfore 
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therefore it is unreaſonable, that the rich ſhould have 
ſo much greater a part in legiſlation than they ?— 
Nor will the miſchief ſtop here: the wife and ex- 
. perienced will rife alſo, and urge, it is abſurd that | 
5 4 young man, or a fool, ſhould have as great a ſhare : 
4 in the legiſlature as a wiſe, aged man; and they 
will” infiſt on having votes according to their wiſ- 
dom and years; nor will their claim be, in my 
judgment, the moſt unreaſonable. | 

This is not all: every little market town, and 
every ancient village, will inſiſt on ſending tworepre- 

ſematives to parhament, as well as Fenlock and Ola 

Saram. © By the rule of proportion, large towns, ci-- 

ties, and populous counties will claim a right of 

ſending à number of members ſo much greater, as 

they are larger than Corniſh boroughs, and more 

us than Huntingdonſhire. Fhus we ſhall 

ve an army of parliament men, who, hke the Po- 

liſh nobility at their diets, will not be able to hear 

one another ſpeak, and will be more ready to draw 

the ford, than to make laws. And if fuch a parli- 
-  ament is to be choſen every year, as you intimate 
it ſhould, the nation will f. half her time in rai- 
ſiing armies of pot-boilers, to raife another army of 

— awgivers. | | 
Flrom theſe, and many ſuch inconvenienees, it ap- 
pears,'Sir, that your ſcheme of equal repreſentation is 

abſurd and impoſſible ; and that, before you can 

bring it to bear, yon mult firſt get all Britons to be 
N rich, noble, learned, experienced and 
diligent : Secondly, you muſt make them all of one 

ſex and age: and thirdly, you muſt contrive to make 
hem all hve in the ſame place, and at the ſame time. 

If you confider the difficulty of ſuch a taſk, I flatter 

myſelf, Sir, that you will be leſs ready to find fault 

with the conſtitution, and to make the injudicious 

- wiſh for a revolution productive of equal repreſentation, 

3 that is, of an abſolute impoſſibility. Much leſs wilt 
vou perſuade injudicious patriots, that the king and 
the majority in parſiament, commit robbery,” and 
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+ flab onr viteln, e when they tax the Coloniſfu, us 
they do two out of three, of their ſubjefts in Eng- 
land that is, without à direct repreſentative. - 


þ a 190 ug becau/t 


7 2 #0 hoer in oo 
diſpoſal of bis property; and is avorſh, thoſe wh 
are to bude fe of diſpoſing of it, are under every- 
fofible tempration. to abuſe that power, becanſe every bil. 
ng they tak? out of the pocket of an Amirican, is /d 
much ſaved in their own.” | 
As this is your capital argument, I ſhall give it a 
full anſwer.— (I.) It is improbable, that our law- 
givers would ſave a dirty ſhilling in their pocket, by 
reffively taking one out of an American's pocket. 
1 am rightly informed, they are ſo far from abuſ- 
ing their pig in this reſpect, that when they take 
fixpence for 


the uſe of Government out of an Ame- 
rican's pocket, they take ſixteen ſhillings out of their 
own.—{2.) Our excellent conſtitution obviates your 
ungenerous ſuſpicion, by ordering, that the legiſla- 
tors, who compoſe the lower houſe of parliament, 
ſhall all be men of fortune, raiſed by their cireum- 
flances above the felonious trick you ſpeak of. 
(3.) You miſtake, when you ſay that the Ameri- 
can can have no voice in the diſpoſal of his proper- 
ty: For, as many of the Coloniſts as chuſe to pur- 
chaſe a freehold in England, may become electors; 
and as many as Have a fufficient fortune, may be- 
come candidates at the next election. You ſpeak 
yourſelf, of your la AMERICAN candidate, 4vho 
was a friend to America.” If I miſtake not, we have 
American members in the houſe ; and the papers in- 
form us, that—Sayer Eſq; who is a native of Boſ- 
ton, claims a ſeatin the parliament; and, it he 
obtains 
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Stain it, be will not only repreſent his borough, 
but alfo; in connection with his fellow-members, 
he will repreſent the commonalty of all the Britiſh 
empire, except Ireland, Hence it is, that the mi- 
nority in parſiament, though they are not the ſpe- 
eial repreſentatives of the Coloniſts, plead their 
cauſe ſo warmly, even againſt the privileges of the 
electors, whom they particularly repreſent.—(4.) 
Suppoſing theſe American members have no eſtates. 
beyond the Atlantic; are there not ſeveral members, 
in both. houſes. of parliament, who have a large, a 
very large property in America; and who, when. 


they tax the Coloniſts, take far more money out of. 6 


their own pocket, than they probably do out of the. 
pocket of Meſſ. Adams and Hancock? (g.) If the 
Coloniſts were afraid of being taxed more heavily. 
than the rule of proportion allows; ſhould they not 
have humbly requetted the parliament, that, betore 
they were taxed at all, their jealouſies might be re- 
moved by an act drawn/ up in ſuch a manner as to 
ſet bounds to their taxes, in proportion to the bounds 
which are ſet to their commercial privileges? And 
would not our lawgivers have granted them ſo rea- 
{onable a requeſt ? But, to rife abſolutely againſt alb 
taxation by act of parliament, merely becauſe it is 
taxation by the legiſlative power of great Britain; 
to deſtroꝝ the property of our fellow. ſubjects, by rai- 
ſing riotous mobs againſt them: and to take up arms, 
againſf che Sovereign to defend ſuch proceedings ar- 
gues, in my judgment, a temper which you may call. 
patriotiſm, but oke too much like the ſin forbidden, 
in Rom. x1it. 2.—Laſtly, if pleading that our ſupe- 
riors may abuſe their power over us, were u ſuffici- 
ent ręaſon to ſhake off the yoke of law ful authority ;, 
7 8 (though ever ſo well uſed). might. 
re 


adopt your argument, and fay, My.maſter- indeed. 
uſes me well; but hei under every pr ſible tempta · 
tion to ſtarve me; ſince every meal which he will 
fave; in denying me proper food, will be a meab 
: Ms | SM a Si: 1 ſaved. 
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ly. emancipate themſelves ;. for they might. 
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faved for himſelf or his own children; and therefore 
J will cut and carve for myſelf, of I will ac 


- ledge him as a maſter no more. 

mall be leſs prolix in my anſwer: to the reſt of 
your arguments. You appeal to the Iriſh, who are 
taxed 77 their own parliament: but their cafe is 
very different from that of the Coloniſts; for Ire- 
land was atinexed to the dominions of the king of 
England, not as a colony or a kin NATURALs 
LY and 02 161NALLY ſubjected to England, but as 
a fiſter-kingdom ; and, as ſuch, ſhe has enjoyed the 
ſupreme power of making her own laws, and (in 
part) of coining her own money. This was the cafe 
with Scotland alſo ; and therefore the Scots were al · 


lowed to fend a number of repreſentatives to both 


houſes of parliament, when the two kingdoms were 
united into one. Not ſo the Colonies. They never 


were on « level with England ; they never had ſu - 


preme dominion ; they were always the ſubjefts of 
the King and parliament of England, who | 
them the territories they enjoy ; and therefore, for 
them to demand, in tion to their charters, rights 


ſuperior ts thoſe of the Britona, who ſettle abroad 


under the protection of Great Britain; and for then 


to claim the prerdpatives of fiſter-xin „is a8 
great a ſtretch of lawleſs liberty, as for 

rations in England, or for the Engliſh ſettled 
in Minorca, Jamaica, Gibraltar, Bengal, &c. to 
claim the prefogatives of ſupretne go and 


the privileges of the kingdoms which were joined by 


mutual agreement to the crown of England. 
You likewiſe appeal to the Palatinate of Chefter, 
whoſe inhabitants pleaded, <©* that the Engliſh par- 
hament had no right to tax them; that they had a 
parliament of their own,” &e. But, granting that the 
parliament of thatpalatinate was once as indepen- 
dent on the Englifh parliament as the Palatinate in 
Germany, can you, without abſurdity, infer from 
thence, that the Coloniſts are ſo? Permit me to 
make you ſenfible of the inconclufiveneſs of your 
argument, by bringing it to light, thus: The Pa- 


\ 
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latinate of Cheſter. was formerly independent on the 5 


parliament of England; they could produce grants 


or charters to demonſtrate, that they bad a parlia- 


ment of their own, and the. prerogative of making 
their own laws ;. and therefore the Colonies, which 
have no ſuch grants and charters ;—the Colonies, 
which have always been ſubject to the Engliſh 
parliament ; —the Colonies, ,whoſe. grants directly 
or indirectly mention ſubjection to the Engliſh par- 
- hament, ſhall not be ſubject to the Engliſh parlia- 
ment.“ If Mr. W. had advanced ſuch an argument 
as this, you might have as reaſonably complained - 
that he deals in ** childiſh. quirks,“ as you now do 
without reaſon; for common ſenſe diftates, that it 
is as abſurd to conclude, that the peculiar privile- 
2 enjoyed by the Palatinate of Cheſter, ought to 
de granted to all the Colonies ; as it is to infer, that 
121 peculiar privileges of the houſe of Commons 
belong to every corporation in the kingdom. 
Is this refutation of your arguments, permit me 
add a remark upon your anſwer to Mr. W's moſt 
nking plea. You are ſenfible of the advantage 
which he has over you, where he appeals, to the ex- 
6 terms of the charters d 6 the Coloniſts. 
tou know, that honeſt men dare not go from their 
hargain; and that a charter is donn esd ſolemn 
bargain committed to writing, whereby the ſove- 
reign makes ſuch and ſuch grants to bis ſubjects, 
upon ſuch and ſuch terms; and you know, that if 
the ſubjects. accept the grants, they agtee to the 
terms on which theſe grants are made, Mr. W. 
ve, Remember your lat charter, that of Penn- 
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Ivania, ſays, in expre/s terms, you are liable to tax- 
ation. — Here Sir, you ſeem embarraſſed; and, to 
get off as well as you can, you, tell us, that the 
clauſe. of the charter which Mr. W. appeals to, 
Was neyer underſtood to mean à power of in- 
ternal, taxation for the purpoſe, of raiſing a reve- 
nue; but merely, the laying on; of ſuch duties, as 
might be neceſſary ſolely tor the regulation of trade.” 
But your . miſtake was lately . demonſtrated before 
the houſe of lords, by the teſtimony of Governor 

Penn 


4 
Penn. Lord Denbigh aſked him at the bar of the 
houſe, If he was well acquainted with the charter 
of Pennſylvania? He replied, that “he had read 
the charter, and was well acquainted with the con- 
tents.” Lord Denbigh afked, If he did not 
know, there was à clauſe which ſpecifically ſubjefted the 
colony to taxation by the Britiſh legiſlature?” and he 
anſwered, He was well' apprized tbere wal ſucb a 
claaſe“ » Now, Sir, as you are ſo evidently miſtaken 
in your aceount of the charter of Pennſylvania z\you 
will permit me to think, that you give us as fabu- 
lous an account of the charter of Maſſachuſſett's 
Bay, when you ſay, you are credibly informed, that 
the exemption from taxes fbr ſeuen years,” which was 
granted to the coloniſts of that province, “had. no 
reference to what we commonly mean by rave, but 
to” ſomething, which you call “ gui rent. An 
odd exiticiſm this, which I ſhould intimate, if I infi- 
nuated, that when the A poſtle charges us to pay c 
tom; he does not mean, that we ſhould pay what we 
commonly underſtand by cuſtom; but only that te- 
nants mould pay their rent. From this ſpecimen, 
it is eaſy to determine, who have moſt reaſon to 
complain of © mutilated” charters,” the patriots or 
/ mie mi ng RE 
HFlaving ſo long pleaded the cauſe ofmy Sovereign 
and my country, I may be allowed to beſtow a few 
paragraphs upon my friend. You ſay to him, It 
is fallacious to the laſt degree, and unworthy of a 
man of integrity and candour to infinuate,” as you 
are pleaſed to do, that the people have ceded to the 
king and parliament the power of diſpoſing, without 
their conſent, of both their lives, liberties, and pro- 
f ies“ I éſhall make no remark; Rev. Sir, on the 
.  chriſhan courteſy. of this addreſs. We, who paſs 
for aljze# Slaves,” expect ſuch liberal hints from you 
patriots, and to tell you the truth, we think it an ho- 
nour to ſhare them with our king, and our legiſlature. 
But, may not I aſk a few queſtions, which will throw 
ſome light upon Mr. W's remark ?- When did all 
the freeholders, who hare eſtates from fifty to nine. 
ty-nine pounds a year, conſent to be deprived of the 
234 | 3 liberty 
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à gun, and to ſhoot 2 hare on their 


= NN cw Shi all che Quakers conſent to 
pay tithes, for the non Pay yment of which their pro- 
pervy is forcibly taken from them according to act 


of parliament, to the amount of ſeveral thouſand 
pounds a year ? When did all the clergy, who late» - 
ly petitioned. the parliament for the repesl of the 
833 articles, conſent that the act, which or- 
nap, woes to theſe articles, ſhould continue 
in ng Sony hen did all the freeholders in Middlefex 
conſent to be additionally taxed, in order to enforce 
the taxation of the Coloniſts ? When did all our 
. meyn conſent to be ſent tothe houſe 
n, Or to pay five ſhillings, timo 
they demean themſelves, pro phane curing or 
brag? When did all the difienters canſent to the 
law, which obliges them. to conform to the ehurch 
of England, if they will hare places 2 
vernment? And, to ſum up all in one 
When did one half of he liek who 
themſelves by their violent oppoſition to ny op mea - 
ſures of the government, conſent that their liberty, 
eſtate, title, and life, ſhould be forfeited, if they 
ſhould aſſiſt their fellow-patriots, who take up arms 
** the King and parliament ? If you give me 
anſwer to theſe. queries, I will give 
a_ leave to reflect on my friend's integrity for his 
affertion. But remember, Sir, that at you fly to the 
back-door of an implicit conſent to make your eſcape, 
Mr. Weſley, like an honeſt man, will meet you face 
to face; and topping you in the name of conſiſten 
cy, de will pri. 2 mn Sn to your 
evaſive doctrine, you, yourſelf, ha the Co · 
1 committed robbery,” and ſtabbed our 
1 try another method to overthrow Mr. Weſ⸗ 
arguments. You object, that, fire years | 
he did not defend the meaſures taken 8 33 
America; becauſe he doubted” whether bs were 
atall defenfible : and you have been informed, that 
he has fince repreſented t the Americans as. an op+ 
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hope, that | 
lefs catidid than his; and that you will yield to the 
argumente 2 in this calm indientien. 


Should this be the caſe, the public will fee in on 


both, that reaſon and conſcience can, *t laſt, 
fectly balance patriotiſm and 2 0 in the break 


of a good men. | 


Wich reſpect to me, Ker, 1 B54 bot a 


into the merirs of the cauſe either way _ _—_ ; 


Mr. Ws addrefs 73 e ©. 1— 
my ſelf to with and pray for peace ĩn general, without 
Ainet who 88 2 t and who Wrong. af - 
ter an attentive pe rene you Slick ak "aber 
fully convinced, that Mr. Waris of 
8 taxation is rational, ſcriptural, 2 . 
tional; 3 yours, Sir, ** ed a chain 
of the maſt a f confequences, $ a tende 
pferde tcentiouſfneſs, and 18 ſubverſive of Sl ike 
riptare-precepts, which I have 4 in my firft 
letter: An orb my . 2 1 7 
my duty to the an 1end, m 
love Hens #9 red With, 122 4 
ſweet bees which 1 enjo ye Fer under the . 


call for this little tribute 3 
much the more chearfully, « phe in 

dom have had a better opp y of trying which 
is moſt eligible,—a re government—or the 


mild, rempered monarchy ef land. I have liv 
more than twenty years. the ff . 
mildeſt republic in Europe: I have been, for above 
that number of years, _ fabj ject of your forereign: 
And, from ſweet experience, 1 can Ay ſeal to this 
clauſe of the King's ſpeech, at + the? 9 of this 
feffion of parliament, Tobe a ſubſect of Great 
Britain, with all its conſequences is to be the hap- 
ieſt ſubject of an 7 pyernment in the world.” 
hat you, Sir, an May tisſied fellow · ſubjects, 


Kay be as ſenfible of ch truth as myſelf; that. 


we may all be daily more thankful to God, to the 


king, and to the pin for the relig 1008 and 


liberty whic ap a Fg the cordial wiſh of, 
Your afcionare fellow-labourer in the _ 
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vr warm patriotiſm, Sir, "will wot be 
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d to ſtop the ferment, raiſed by your mit aber. 
Having therefore addreſſed you ab a man, a Chriſ- 


nan. 6h Bri " late ith 
1 ſhall now . with your 


Friend to 
Lp character G4 A proteflant, is # 
11 his 1 — reaſon and ſcripture. * 
upon 1 ich theſe o dation Sir, * 50 
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2 repeal. laws, as another. Whence ft evident 
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ae of, law ot ae and that every indi- 
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of; 1 dare nöt Embrace it, The vanity 4 
your doctrine repreſents, as the ſupreme Lawgiver, 
the Judge of and the Maker of kings; 
— this flattering vanity cannot_induce me to 
renounee the Tra, and the declarati- 

ons of, ſcripture. - 

Reaſon informs me, that the firſt man was endued 
with a power to protect and rule mankind; that all 
men are born in a ſtate of civil ſociety, becauſe no 
child was ever his own father, his own fnother, his 
fy nurſe, or his own protector ; 
N All men 1 F Ubder i As 
tion of Wenge the firſt mah 
agteeabl e to s ſupreme 30 find) as the fi 


finned and died, to 157 day he would be, under = 
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12 not the gr 
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ſelf, Rom, xiii- 3, Kings, in the ſacred pages, 
ſaid to be gbe- Lord's anointed, and not he anointed. 4 
of the people ; and the men of God inform us, that | 
God 1 Ainet, and ſanub n ling. in Big dun 
an, ii, 21 
grant, that, when the Lord deigns ro Punich a 
ation, or a tyrants; be oſten ſuffera the people, or 
ambitious man from among the people, to 
uſurp his right, and to procure an unlawful corona 
tion. Nor do I. deny that, in law ful n. 
the Lord invites the people to fall in with his provi- 
dential choice; and that, ſometimes, he brings his 
choice about by means-of the people. But the 
elt concurrence.of the people does not deprive him 
ow Ws _ prerogai ve, Hence it is, 

* s, Promoriem cometh neither from the taft, 
—— th aua, nor yet from the ſouth. And ne 
Gd 75 4he I ſupreme] Fudge He putteth down aus and 
etteth wp, anather, Plal, xxy. 7, 8. This is bis in- 
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e wot have elected Moſes to be 


| ver; and Fothira tobe the Leadler of Ifract, 
without firſt confi the twelve tribes. Nor 
— he have raiſed chern judges afterwards, with» 
_ — aſking their conſent. Much leſt 

be have anointed Saul, David, Jehu, and 
— to pe kings Seer een. in fo arbritrary A 


manner as he did. To ir dectrine, there · 
_ muſt appeal to ear? texerdiſed by ſome 
| Citizens, metioned by our Lord, who'unjuſt- 


I ured tir Sovereign, and ſaid, We will not Dave 
— reign redone =p Ax. 1 Oy if 

to this may the Ex» 

Und ee thoſe phariſaic, Ba pi „ho once 
iufiſted upon making Chriſt cheir king, and uſter- 
wards cried, We wuill have no king bat Cefav det gas 
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Theudas, a Bartabbas, a Caiaphas, make infſurrec- 
tions ink Cefar, and raiſe mobs | Chriſt 
himfelf; but let not Chriſtians, who diſſent 
from 'the church: of „Aiſſent from the 4 
phets and apoſtles, when t fon, fear 
the Lord, and the hug, D 
are givin ts. change. 2 2m. Saba t6 the 
, as fupreme,—Fear Gon. Honour * — — 
Yea, honour Bim <oith thy ſubſtance, by ute, 
. — 4 * ics ſate, 
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; In Mort, they af. 
— . — als. us wuch -ripht in the 
tere as their legiftators, They brought on a general 
. — nut which they elected themſelves lawgiv- 
ers; und, us you may eaſily concetve, one of their 
firſt laws vas, that goods mould be comon, thus 
be u 
. 
All things were theirs. 'Fhey were to call no man 
maſter upon earth. They were alt t bo literally 
kings wich Chriſt, and ey anoimed themſelves 
to reign with him a thouſand years. This ſcheme 
could not fuil to the pot-boilers eros 
— by tho to ſoſe; and it was 
who Hoped to get more 
— They reſe therefore in 3 
claim liberty to the captives, and to preach the 
acceptable year of the Lord. They were to undo 
all heavy burdens, to break off every yoke, to bind 
kings with chains, and nobles with ſetters of iron. 
by 2 17 their leveling march, headed 
' enthuſiaſts, and by me de- . 
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5 under pretence of aſſerting re | 
55 
m all the * can 
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people, is to be acknowledged the author of power 
A ene and that 7. are bound to bear 
chearfully for his ſake, the yoke of ſcriptural ſub- 
jection to our governors. Repreſent no more this 
honourable, divine yoke as abject ſlavery. And, 
inſtead of inſinuating that the king and parliament 
are robbers, becauſe they lay a moderate tax upon 
their American ſubjects; help Mr. W. to undeceive 
. thoſe, whom the uneaſy levellers of the day work 
up to almoſt as high a d of republican wildneſs, 
as John of Leyden and Wer worked up the German 
and Engliſh mobs two or three hundred years ago. 
So will * ſhew yourſelf a true miniſter of the 
prince of peace, and a wiſe proteſtant, who, like 
Cranmer and Calvin, ought equally to level his 
doctrine at a tyrant and a mob; and to pour like 
contempt upon the republican vanity of a tanner, 
who aflumes the dignity of law-giver under the Oat 
of Reformation, and upon the imperial pride of a 
monk, who, from St. Peter's humble chair, pom- 
pouſly holds out his foot, to meet the adoration of 
proſtrate princes, 1 
. Be intreated, Sir, to rectify your falſe notions of 
liberty. The liberty of Chriſtians, and Britons, 
does not confiſt in bearing no yoke ; but in bearing 
a yoke made eaſy by. a gracious Saviour and a graci- 
ous Sovereign, A John of Leyden, may promiſe to 
make us firſt lawleſs, then legiſlators, and kings; 
and, by his delufive promiſes, he may raiſe us to— 
a fool's paradiſe, if not to—the gallows. But a true 
deliverer and a good governor ſays to our reſtleſs 
antinomian ſpirits, Come unto me, and I will give 
vou refl, For my YOK® tis EASY and my BURDEN 7s 
LIGHT, We can have no reſt in the church, but 
under Chriſt's eaſy yoke ; no reſt in the ſtate, but un- 
der the eafy yoke of our rightful ſovereign, To aim 
at breaking this yoke, becauſe we have ſome objec- 
tion to the miniſter or the king, is as great a piece 
of folly, as for the crew of a ſhip to aim at cutting 
the rigging and deſtroying the rudder of the ſhip in 
which they ſail, becauſe * have a pique againſt 
e 5 bs 
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| 1 N ; —ready to be every rock 7 
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ſo.fully convinced of 7 nd am 
ance of Calvic% two laſt r of f religan that 
ugh I 7 2 5 Im check ed his errors 


14 the NE of the ap ons a PAS he upd 
A d, this 1 AS K F.acrqls the 9 55 
tie, mos preach hig loyal 1 2 ine to our Adel 


por of che error of the republican i tiſts, 
as e in 99 2271 ce the reforma- 


tion ; Ane ry zeal of ſom e * n and 
later Anabaptiſts, 12 the cb 9 er 15 Which 
artkul Cromwell climbe eight of ſupreme 
wer, under prete 2 * e 


5 bat hat you may not c e 12 ae r. 
Tal e prot tr - Baxter's 
itten Eimſelf 11. Tekin y 18 worth 


that of — other authors, heczuſe he had few 


aa in bis time for piety, wiſdom, eee 
19 labouts, and. Wen ſucceſs : and : 


: 1 e he was an eye: witgeſs of many things hic 
oy 55 been dere i, A regiment « of 
© 


in Cromwel 95 TIA, © place this, which he 
ppoſę by his 


men, who, after having taken up arms with a deſign 
to redreſs grievances and oppole arbitrary power, 
bore them With a an intention of pur pur ting down hierar- 

Kt failed in his 
attempt partly throu e forbidding. coldneſs, 
with 5. which Cromwell tel upon 99 and partly 


by a ſevere fit of fickneſs, which obliged bim to 


leave the army when his moderation was moſt want - 


ing there. The L N is taken from a 
ndon, 1696, intitled 


the melt memorable paſſages of bis Life and 27 * 
age 


"aye * « 534) - 
"PWR 232 mo nn 
Pets «ed on rhe fi arliament, us (10 
«The peopht”s — hered to them: (2) 
„The imprudente aud violence of ſome members 
2 — _ who * ton high, St he er- 
nd What means the' prople'y r 
thus Some were yet more indi ſortet: 
« the remiianit of ' rhe oc tiſts: r 
tiſts in Londom was then very fill, and'f, 
© eohfiderable; but they were - to- ſtir up 
« the younger ſort of religious people to ſpeak too 
« vehetnenly—=apaint the bi and the church 
End all thar was againſt their minds. Theſe 
© ſtirred up the apprentices to join wich them in 
« perſtivns, and to go in numbers to we” 
-+ theme” As they weng "they! met with fome of the 
6 „ein their eduches poiby to the houſt, and 
* (as' is uſual wich the patſionate ant indiſorere, 
« when'they are in great companies) they too much 
forgot civility, and cried; | No P. 9. 
When at laſt the king forſoak the city, theſe tu- 
multꝭ ere cauſe altedged by him, 
as if he himfelf had not beer ſafe? [in the mige. 


theſs ! pailoners/Þ © Thus: raſh attemym of 
hendſtronig people dd work againſt:the good ends 
vhich they themſelves _ erabinꝶ i the 


ordinary way of una; "Kind ſome membets of 

the huuſe did cheriſh bene . 
the ſubzecto have liberty to petition, made 
uſc of this Hibefty in a diſorderly. — — 
particular members oohcurfed the deſires of 
the impradent reſotmers, who were for no leſe 
than the utter exdrpatiom of the biſhops and Li- 
6 turgy.— Thoſe members, 8c. did much eneou- 
© rage the petitioners,” who. in a Ay man- 
ner, KI e 


, Ta 9. I make no doubt bat the beadineſs 
Wen of che yo | 2 ſort 
a « of religious people, parliament-men' 


and miniſters over - go . to keep pace 
8 n thoſe: W no doubt 1 
b cretion- 


{ 
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0 « eden appeared, and worſe than indiſcretion, in 


provocation of him. ut theſe things came prin- 
« cipally from the ſectarian ſpirits, which blew the 
* .coals among fooliſh ap 
taries inereaſed, ſo did this inſolence increaſe.? 


Tage zo, 51. When the court news- book told - 


the tumultuous: /petitioners, and much fin was 
T9 committed in the diſhonouriag of the king, and 


q ah world of the ſwarms of Anabaptiſts in our 


* armies, we thought it had been a mere lie, be- 


© cauſe it was not ſo with us —But when I came 


to che army, among Cromwell's ſoldiers, I found 
a new face of things, which I never dreamt of: 


* I heard the plotting heads very hot upon that, 


* which intimated their intention to ſubvert both _ 
church and ſtate. Independency and anabaptiſ- 


try were moſt prevalent. —A few proud, ſelf- on- 
* ceited, det. headed ſectaries had got into the high- 


© eſt places, and were Cromwell's chief favourites ; 


and by their very heat and activity bore down | 
© the reſt, or carried, them along with them, and 


ere che foul of the army, though much fewer 


in number than the reſt ; beingindeednotone i in 


©: twenty throughout the a 
ing in the generals, &c. 


perceived that they 


_— 


their ſtrength be - 


took the kin ag for a tyrant, and an enemy, and 


6, reall intended abſolutely .to maſter him, or to 
© ruin him.— They ſaid, — 2 were the lords of 
England, but illiam the Conqueror's colonels? 
or the barons, but his majors ? or the knights, 


but his captains? Per fas. aut nefas, by law or 


© without it, they were reſolved to take down—all - 
that did withſtand their way, They moſt ho- 
* noured the Separatiſts, Anabaptiſts, and Antino- 
*. mians;- but Cromwell and his party took on 
+ them to join themſelves to no party, but to de 
for the liberty of all. 


Page 943. My life amo og them [Cromwell a 
in 


q ſoldiers] was a daily conten 


El found that many honeſt men of weak judge - 


4. ren &c. had been Naa] into a diſputing - 
“ vein, 


g againſt ſeducers, 


—— "EY * * — 


© gfiwhe 


hs — ———— 
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© vein, and made it too muck of their religiom to- 
© talk for this opinion or for that; ſometimes for- 
ſtate· democraey, aud: ſometimes for church-<demo-- 
© cracet—T: was'almott always, when I had oppor- 
tunity, diſputing with one or annther af them; 
ſometimes for our civil government, and ſome- 
times for chureh- government: ſometimes for in- 
fant- baptiſm ; and- oſten againſt antinomianiſm, 
and the contrary extreme. Xi their moſt fre 
quent and vehement diſputes were for liberty of 
6! conſcience, as they called it; that is, that eve 
© ry man might not only Sold, but and do 


in matters of religion, what he pleaſed &. — 


Beeauſe I perceived that it Corel are men that 
© bore the beſl, that did all the hurt among them, 
© F acquamre@ myſelf with thoſe men, and I found 
© that they were men that bad been in London, 
© hatched: up aft. o Separatiſts, & 
Page 3 Jo LF, found that if the army hadſbut 
© had” woe n t would. have: done hut 
© ſuch a htfle av 1 746 their plot might have 
© been broken; aud Ming, partiament, and: religion 
might have been pre Frech Therefore I ſent 
abroad to get ſows more miniſters. among them, 
but I cold get none. Same and Delt were 
the two. great preachers at the head · quarters 
© When 18 for; or company war to be diſpoſec 
rom well ] was ſure to put a ſectæry in 
the —. and when the brunt * the: war was 
© over, he looked! not ſo much at their IA 
© at their opinions: ſo thar 1 
© headed' the greateſt purt of with owt 
© baptifts, Kanes den, &c. and all eie he tied 
together by the peintr of /zberty of conſcience, 
© which Was the common intereſt in which they did 
unite.— Vet did he not openly ' profeſs hat ap- 


nion be was of himſelf; but moſt that he ſaid” 


fox any, was, for. anabaptiſin and antinomianiſm, 
* which he uſually ſeemed to on. He would not 
„ diſpute (with me) at all, but he would in good 
diſcourſe v fluently pour our himſelf 1 in the 
. : extolliog of free. grace. 
855 F Faye: 


ma; 
til en 
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Page 58. I called the miniſters again together 


© who had voted me into-the army: I told them 


that the forſaking of the army by old miniſters, 


and the neglect of ſupplying their places by others, 
had undone us; — that the active ſectarics were 


the ſmalleſt part of the army among the common 
* ſoldiers, but Cromwell had lately put ſo many of 
them into ſuperior. command, and their induſtry 


was fo much greater than others, that they were 


ke to have their will: That whatever obedience. 
they pretended, I doubted not but they would 
pull dowu all that ſtood in their way, in ſtate and 


6..church, both king, parliament, and miniſters, and 


ſet up themſelves. -.I told them that for this lit- 
* tle that I have done” [iz oppoſing the high repub-: 
* lican ſpirit] * 1 have ventured my lite.— The wars 
being now ended, I was confident they would- 
* ſhortly ſhew their purpoſes, and ſet up for them 
/ ² A {0 0 $7agt 12 : 
Page 59, &. Baxter tells us that, when the roy - 
aliſts were all killed or ſcattered, and the king him- 
ſelf taken priſoner, Cromwell began to ſerve the 
+ parhament as he had done the king; availing him- 
elf of the abſolute power he over the army, 
by the influence of the hot- headed ſectaries whom he 
had promoted: ſome of whom were called Agitators; 


r, he began to ſerve them in their turn, as he 


Þ had ſerved the king and the parliament, Take Bax- 


ter's own words. When Cromwell had taught 


| WH © his Agitators to govern, and could not eafily un- 
1 teach them again, there aroſe a party, who. 


© adhered to the principles of their agreement of the. 
« people,” [upon the high republican plan]! Which 
© ſuited not with his deſigns; And to make them 
© odious, he denominated them Levellers, as if they 


| | | © intended” to * level men of all qualities and 


eſtates, 


————— „ — 
* * "4 


. „D, Cromwell abſolutely wrong them When he faid 
© this? Is it not probable that ſome of them leaned to the level- 


ling principles cf the headſtrang Anabaptiſts? Was it — 
. | hen 


and as they now ſtood in his way to the ſupreme 


* 


LET. 3. rap 0 57 9 . ** "op | 
_ © eſtates, —At laſt, they rendezvous at Burford to. 
make head againſt him. But Cromwell had pre- 
+ ſently his brother Deſborough, and ſome other, 
© regiments, ready to ſurprize them thete in their. 

i en '4 Re . * quarters, 


*. 
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when ſuch Anabaptiſts were moſt in favour, that England ſaw- . 

a church without biſhops, a parliament without lords, and a king. 

without a Head? And were not theſe ſome important ſteps, 

tiken towards levelling anabaptifiry;; though Cromwell's am- 

bition-prevented republicans and levellers from proceeding any 

farther, as Baxter foon obſerves ? The reader will be glad to ſee! 

what lord Clarendon. ſays of the levelling agitators. ,..,, +, 
© The agitators would not be ſp diſmiſſed from ſtate affairs,, 

© of which they had fo pleaſant a reliſh, &c. and · therefore, 7 

© when they were admitted no more to conſultatidns with their 

© officers, they continued their meetings without them; and? 
© thought there was as great need to reform their officers as any · 
part of the church or ſtate. They entered into new aſſocia- 
tions, and made many propoſitions to their officers, and tothe 

_ © parliament, to introduce an equality into all conditions, and 
© a parity among all men from whence they had the appella- 
tion of Levellers; which appeared a+ great · party. They did 
© not only meet againſt the expreſs command of their otticers, . 
© but drew very con ſi dexable parties of the army to rendezvous, . 
© without the order or privity of their ſuperiors; and there 
perſuaded them to enter into ſuch engagemer.ts, as would in 
© a thort time have diffolved the government of the army, c. 
The ſuppreſſion of this licenſe put Cromwell to the expence of 
« all his. cunning, dexterity, and courage; ſo that after he had. 
© cajoled the parliament, as if the preſervation of their authority 
© had been all he cared for, &c. and had ſeot ſome falſe brothers 
© tocomply in the counftls of the' conſpirators, by that means 
* having notice of their rendezvous, he was unexpectedly found 
* with an ordinary guard at thoſe meetings ; and with a marvel-- 
© lous vivacity, having aſked ſome queſtions of thoſe whom he. 

_ © obſerved moſt active, and receiving inſolent anſwers, he 
©knock'd two or three of them on the head with his own hang, 
and then charged the reſt with his troop ; and took fuch a 
number of them as he thought fit ; whereof he preſently caufed* - 
© ſore of them to be hanged, and ſent others to London to a 
more formal trial. By two or three ſuch encounters” (of which . 
that at Burford, mentioned by Baxter, ſeems to have been one) * for 
the obſtinacy continued long, he totally ſubdued that ſpiritin 
« the army, tho' it continued and encreaſed very much in the 
« kingdom; and if it had not been encountered at that time, 

«. With that rough and briſk ſpirit of Cromwell, it would prefeatly 
have produced all imaginable confuſion in the parliament, ar- 

' 2 my, and kingdom.“ Hf. of the Rebel, Book X. 
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a 2 before they could get their numbers 
gether ; ſo that above r 500 being ſcattered aud 

45 taken, and ſome lain, the Levetters war was 


© cruflied in che egg. 

Page 64. The king being chus taken out of the 
© way, Cromwell — on him to be for a common 
* wealth (but all in order to the ſecurity of the good 
people) till he had removed the other 2 
ments which” were yet to be removed; fo that 
© the Rump {that is, the reſt of the 9 5 of com- 
+. mons, whom Cromwell {till allowed to ſit, after: 
— had turned out the members who diſpleaſed him 

2. prefently drew up à form of engagement, 
0 to be put upon all men, viz. [7 do promiſe to be 
6 true = Haithfal to the commomuealth, as it is now 
© eflabliſhedwi a king, or bomſe of lords. } So we 
muſt take the Rump for an eſtabliſned common 


© wealth, and promiſe fidelity to them.“ 


2 the following Pages, „Baxter tell us how Crom 
put down the 


iſts who 


ned ae his truſty friends the Arabi 
The ſectz- 


dotic hin ſo much ſervice. © 


nan party in his army and elfewhere, he [Crom- 


* * well} chiefly truſted: to and pleaſed, till, by the 


| mſelf well fettlec; and then he began to un- 
c derwine them, and by degrees to work them 
© out: And though he had fo often ſpoken for 
© the An abapriſts,” how he ſindeth them ſe heady,. 


and f6 much againſt any ſettled vernment, —4 - 


„ſch ſer ußon the Bree of their wuy and part) 
that he does fot only beg 
rulinefs, but alſo deg 


"to. ſettle himſelf i in 


the people's' ' favour by f tliem-” In 


© Ireland they were grown fo bigtt that the fol- 
« diers were, many of them, re-baptized a9 the way 
to pre ferment: and thoſe that oppoſed them, 


they cruſhed with much uncharitable fierceneſs. 


« To ſuppreſs theſe, he ſent thither his ſon Henry 
+*Croniwelt, who ſo diſcoutitenanced the 2. 


ump at laſt, and, page 24, be 
— — account ob the manner in which be 1er 


e's ſubmiſten and quietneſs, be thought 


in to Blame ey a. Un 5 
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' © tiſts, as yet to deal civilly by them, repreſſing 
their infolencies ;z—and major general Ludlow, - 
ho headed the Anabaptiſts in Ireland, was fain 
. * todraw in his head. In England Cromwell con- 
_ © nived at his old friend Harriſon, while he made 
„ himſelf the head of the Anabaptiſts and fanatics ' 
« here, till he ſaw it would be an acceptable thing 
to the nation to ſuppreſs him, and then he does 
it eaſily in a trice, and maketh him contemptible, 
* who; but yeſterday thought himſelf not much be- 
4 low him.“ 3 | n 
From this ſhort account of the reign of the Rump, 
and the craft of Cromwell, it is evident, that the 
high, republican ſpirit, and the injudicious zeal of 
ſectaries, eſpecially of the Anabaptiſts and Antino— 
mians, were the chief means by which that ambiti- 
| .. ous man aſcended the ſeat of ſupreme power. And 
| I wiſh, Sir, that your injudicious, well-meant zeal, 
| may not prove a ſpur, or a ſaddle to ſome. ambitious, 
| falſe patriots, who, under pretence of mounting the 
great horſe Liberty, to fight our battles, and to de- 
liver us from what you call © abject ſlavery, will 
ride over us with as little ceremony as Cromwell 
= over King Charles, the Parliament and the 
ump. 1). 4.8 . 5 1 r 
Betore I take my leave of Baxter, permit me to 
tranſcribe what he ſays concerning the origin of” 
| = I accidentally find it in turning over his 
k for the preceding quotations; his judg- 
ment, which exactly coincides with mine, - confirms 
N me, in the ſentiments which I haye expreſſed in the 
f beginning of this letter. 
age 41. For the parliament's cauſe, the prin-» + 
+ cipal writing was, O5/ervations written by Mr. 
Parker, a lawyer: but I remember ſome princi- - 
- © ples, which, I think, he miſapplied, viz. That 
© the King is fngulis major, but univers minor 
« (ſuperior to every one of his ſubjects, but infe-- 


« rior to the collective body of all ;) that he re- 

* ceiveth his power from the people, &c. For I doubt 

| not to prove, that his power is ſo e 
1 8 . | from 


a ( 60 a Ler. * 
from God, ee no recipient betten 
— „Gad and him, it to him; ohly, as the 
5 Ein — charter) makech him a Mayor or 
94 Baill, hom the corporation chuſes; fo Got 
4 (by: his ni as an inſtrument). eonveyeth power | 
to thut perſon, or family, whom! the 
coonſent to; and their confert is' but 4 caro 
find quia won j and not any proof thut they are 
the fountain of power, or that ever the govern. 
power was in them; and therefore, for my 
rt, I am ſatisſied, that all politics err, Who tell 
,uvof. x Majeftas reatis in the 4 mais diſtin 
from the Migge perfonatrs in the govertiors = 
© Andtlroughir be true, that guild Atavaltht don. 
W Bc, (with to natural goodiſeſs; BE.) 
; 27 0 18 4 ine, (inferter to the whole 
. his ſubjects) yet ag tb govt#Aihg p 
5 Cue thing in A itl6s) — _ 
to people, une Dey, major; ay as ng * 
F —(ſaperiovto FER of his ſubjets, as 
| * welbas to every one of them.) For if the par- 
| any legiflufive/pewee;” it eunnot be 7 
© ay" of the 'pevple; &. but it 1 { 


4 
6 
« 
« 
7 
6 
4 


© avthe constitution twilteth chem into the 
* ment. For, if once legiſlation (the chief ae 
= be denied" tobe any part of goverh- 
© mens at all, and armed ta belong ene wh 
1 ſarb; who are no vero 4 3 
6 thaveby' . 65 x 
* I6 Bunter ix righr here (arid Kine: I bene ve yen cant 
prore iim robewrofg, VA nt evident, -Siry thut p 
when you infinuate, every one WHNH¹ is &/F4-Hp4hs, 
| or: bus Y of hit or bill a pot, ought to have 
0 a place in the legiſlature; before he can be properly | 
__ ee to taxation; and, of conſetjuenee, to the 1 
0 laws, you countenance one of the moſt dangerous 
principlew of the levelling * hyonogys map — prinei- 
ple aατνπν all gebenen Hay ze oueribroton by 
thoſe; WR Know'hbw' e da Juſt — 2 
from falſe ptemiſſes, | 
You 1 


our 


+ e 
Sat , _— 


Tax. 3. ( & ). 
Von ſay, Sir, \that your opponent is a laue bo- 
cauſe, he chearfully ſubmits to taxation without hav- 
ing a direct tepreſentatixe in parliament. But who 
is the | greateſt laye; Mr. Welley, or the tools of 
— patriotiſm? Have, we not ſeen theſe dupes 
; Mi by their error, not anly into deſpicable 
— 2 but into a new ſpecies of domeſtie animals 2 
| money not ſeen them worked up to ſuch @ pitch 
of deluſion, ay to refule, with leonine fierceneſs, 
the. eaſy; hayoyrable yoke of their Sovereign s au- 
thoxity, and to count! it an We ene the place 
of goach horſes, and to draw, with aſinine mean- 
neſs the charigts of their ne triumphers?7? 
What zanks have they regarded, when they have 
un — 21 along by thouſands in our ſtreets? 
ave they paid any reſpect to our noblemen? 
Have they te verenced Eing himſelf ? Nay, 
Rank they not gloried in their eee. contempt 
of his ſeeptre. and perſon ? Have N treated 
— 1 ve they nat followed him with 
treat his nat followed him 
Cera Lines, was when he rode with a pomp. be- 
coming the fixſt Legiſlator in the kingdom? And to 
add the paiguancy of contraſt to their ſerpentine 
ſport, bave they not filled the ſæy with ſhouts. of 
applauſe, when they bave graced the popular tri 
umphs of his avowed oppoſers? What preſs hos 
not groaned, under the iavectives, which their im- 
perious trihunas have caſt upon the legiſlative pow- 
er? What periedical paper has nat been oiled with 
the unjuſt eaſtic blots, which theſe plebezan dicta- 
tors have fixed upon the miniſter who pilots us 
through the rocks, which they throw in the way bf 
and proſperity ? Becaufe the parlament 


would not be carried away by the torrent of their 


boiſtetaus aratory, has not that venerable body been 
inſulted, hectored, bullied? Have they not attempt- 
ed to lord it over the king himſelf ? Have they be 
 infilted on his fitting on dae throne, that when he 


appeared in the greateſt height of royal dignity, they 


might appear his ſuperiors, and pour upon his 
| anointed 


tleman would be aſhamed to 


N N N * 62 3: : LET. 3. 2 
anointed head the indecent floods of their lordly re- 
 monſtrances?; Have they not ſharpened their tongues 
like ſwords, and their pens like fpears, ſportively to 
wound him through the fide of his mimiſter ? And 
have not thoſe who. have done it with the greateſt 
boldneſs, been prępoſterouſiy eried up as the great - 
eſt patriots? In ſhort, bas not taxing Tubjects, min- 
dicating the legiſlative power, protecting our mer- | 
chants,” and; making a, ſtänd againſt the 1 us 
 overflowings of popular rage, in St; George's fields | 
and in Boſton—has not, I ſay, this gommendable . 
holding of the reins of government, been repreſent - 
ed as tyranny—felony—robbery—murder eo 
If theſe men dare to take ſuch aſtoniſhing liberties 
with their Sovereign, how will they treat their tel- 
lo- ſubjects? how will they handle you and me, 
ſhould: they be ſuffe ſtep into the Sovereign's 
place? If the king, in the midſt of his guards, 
can but juſt keep thEm from treadinghiis Honour in 
the duſt, What will they not be abßß to do to us, 
e to the Jame"exce/r of rior? 
| How. ſhall we eſcape, if we fall into the power of 
” I heir puards—their armies of pot-boilers ? Thoſe 
| Tritons, who have turned themſelves into t beafts, 
to draw. the chaxiots of their ſemi<gods, will proba- 
bly endeavour. to 2 08 m_ birds,” to make us 
Y. the triumphs of their goddeſſes, Licentiouſn 
and Antinomian'Liber 2 ſhall. poſſibly BY | 
_ - ourſelves well of,” if we come out of their hands N 
ſtript of gur money, watch, and clothes; and co- 


* 


vered with. tar, feathers, and infa. 
* BL ? 7 1 #5 "© <4 7 5 | .# ; 


Tube ſervants of God may ſometimes be allowed to make 
- "uſe of firong metaphors, "David ſpeaks of the EA Ts of rhe 
Tepe, whorefuſe to bring pieces of filver, or to pay taxes to their 
lawful Sovereign. And St. Paul ſays, that he fought. with 
BEASTS of Efhbeſus, becauſe he narrowly eſcaped being torn in 

pieces by the mob there. If the reader will ſee an admirable » 

Picture of the beafs,” with which the "apoſtle fought, and to bo - 
which our over-doing patriots endeavour to give the power, I do 7 
nat refer him ſo much to Rev. xvii." 13. as to Acts xix. 28, K. 

where he will find a mafterly deſcription of a mob. | | L 

\ | „ | 


- 


40+: A 
2 They have FOR zen uh tokens of wbat 96 
9 n awleſs patriotiſm, ſhould it 
revail every where as it has done in ſome 
ot to mention the king's — who have eſ- 
+. caped with the utmoſt danger of their life in Boſ- 
ton: — not to dwell upon the eaſe of Mr. Cbriſlie, 
a rich Britiſn merchant, whom the provincial con- 
grefs of Maryland is re to have fined and ba- 
niſhed for ever, far ng a confidential, . 
which contained nothing impro- 
enton, 1 fay, theſe, and the like 
proceedings in America; have not thoſe 
who live under the immediate protection of the 
N N og Londom felt che iron ſceptre of kin 
not that tyrant, who, with his — 
| == threw our goods into the ſea, in fight of Boſ- 
ton —has not that many headed tyrant, I ſay, deſ- 
that part of our houſes in London, Which 
the miffile implements of impotent rage could break 
in pieces ? And, as if it had not been enough to 
actack and PAS ene a E 


_— 


—_ 


ea It eta Both only, that this tyrannical 
ſpirit breaks out. Ir probably makes its appearance in moſt Ame- 
ncaa cities. Philadelphia is the ſeat of religoys liberty and bro- 
th love no more. Perſecuting tyranny and fierce — 
afy patrol in the once free and b a7 2 city. One of my pa- 

| joners, who went to ſertle there, ſends his friends word, that 
the day on which a faſt was kept to obtain ſucceſs upon the arms 
of the Provincialsz his windows were 2 the mob, becauſe 
religious principles did not permit him to fait on ſuch an occa · 
on, and becauſe he quietly taught his ſcholars to read the ſcrip- 
_ tures. A vociferous mob has no ears, though it has arms and 
tongues mote than enough; or elſe the pacific ſufferer might 
have tnade his godly perſecutors aſhamed of their 2 by”. 
ſetting his ſcholars to read, If xi. 4. Behold ye ſaſt for ftirife and 
debate; and 0 _ſmite with the ft of wickedneſs ; 27 War . a 
ye dot bis day, to make your voice 4% be heard on 5755. I it ſuch a faft 
that I have choſen * This text might have ſuited e , 
unleſs the 3 had been judged ſtill more proper: Rebuke 
the company of the, ſpear men, the multitude of the. bulls, with the: 
_ calves, of t 851 till LO one ſubmit himſelf with pieces of filver: 


W thou the. ee "OY „ bxviii.. 30s. 2 
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Have they not GO ſtopped us in the ſtreets, 
and on the highway? Have they not taken a tem- 
them with their inſulting numbers; and with the 
names of their principal agents ? Have they not 
wantonly ſtigmatized our back, and chalked us out 
for laughing - ſtocks? Have they not liſted their 
hands — the peerꝭ of the realm? Have they 
not, without judge or jury, burned one of them in 
ſarcaſtie effigy ? Have they, not inſulted the prime 
miniſter in tight of the ſenate-houſe ? Have they 
not mobbed the firſt magiſtrate of the city of Lon - 
don in the manſion-houſe; and almoſt mobbed the 
King himſelf in his own palace? And all this un- 
der pretence of liberty O Sir, if this is the begin · 
ning of liberty, how dreadful will be the end ! Is 
not the ty rannical Scylla, upon whom you fo ea- 
gerly puſn us, more dreadful than even the Charib- 
dis, from-which you fancy we are in ſo great dan- 
ger? What unprejudiced citizen. would not prefer 
the light yoke of the preſent government, to the 
ponderone yoke of ſuch anarchy ? And what unde- 
gning Briton, will not (upon ſecond thoughts) 


chuſe to honour King George, rather than to tremble 
and fall down before King #12 


Should you do theſe obfervations Juſtice,” T hope, 
Sir, you will ſee, that ta overdo, in con/iitutional 
doctrines, is as dangerous to the. ſtate, as to overdo, 
in evangelical doctrines, is perilous to the church. 
If we miſs the medium of wiſdom and moderatio 
it little matters whether we miſs it, by going ou 
of the way on the right hand, or on the left; it does 


| Laer. 3% 
they not deprived us of our locomotive liberty? 


} 
oy 
or 
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| _ porary pofſeſhon of our coaches and doors, to mark „ 
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Lu 
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not ſignify, which of the two we countenance in 


the church ;—Pharifaiſm,-or Antinomianiſm : it it 
indifferent which of the two we ſet up in the ſtare-; 


* 
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late pariſhioner was not the only one, who was injured on that 
memorable day. Among others, a quiet friend who ventured to 
open his china- ſnop, is faid to have had his goods broken by the 
new king for this offence, to the amount of many pounds. 


ou 


* 


CY 
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: to cauntenance their 


22 an SET or a mob. .. Nay, T 


- 1 ropeat it 12 eee e the latter 

35 is. ſo much worſe. „ as it is more 
ä to 3 * op i of. millions of. 
yen tyrants, - V om you may meet every where, 


and who inflame, ſkreen,.. and hide one another; 5 


| = to be under the dominion of one lawleſs ty rant, 


can · be but in, one, place at once, and who 


ſtands ſo expoſed to public view, that he cannot, 
without folly, , hope to congeal his enormities. 


But thanks. be to divine Providence, and to the 
wiſdom, of our anceſtors, our conſtitution ( deficti ue. 
as v N it) diſplays the happy medium be- 
tween the high, monarchical extreme; and the 
high, 4 extreme: It ally guards 
againſt the oppoſite errors of Dr. Sacheverel and 


Oliver Cromwell, For our: liberties are alternately. 


ſtruck. at, on the right hand, by lawleſs kings ;- 
and on the left. by. * mods: :- But the balance 
i, walſgly. eps by the two houſes of parliament, 
whole moſt important and delicate bufineſs is 
1 if: miſtake not) to hinder the ſcale of the king 
rom unconſtitutionally enk e chat of the 


5 people, as arbitrary monarchs could wiſh;. and 


to prevent the ſcale. of the people from making 
that of the king kick the beam, as tyrannical 
mobs deſire. Ide preſent king follows the laws, 
as. Bis. ay: anceſtors. haze done before him. 
I „capital ſtep-withont his, parliament 3 
re, at preſent, we arè under no danger 
on bis "kde, But I cannot ſay, this of the poop; 
they are inflamed by deſiguing or enthuſiaſtical re- 


publicans; h avowedly break the laws; they 


Foce: in doingdt: they take up arms againſt the: 2 
king and parliament; they commit outrages. There- 
fore all our danger is, at preſent, trom king Mo ;. 


| and this danger-is-ſo much the greater, as ſome diſs, 


femers among us, who were quiet in the late reign, 

and thought themſelves happy under the protection 
of the toleration · act, reſtleſs, begin openly. 

Gaetisfied brethren in Ame 


N de make i it a point of. conſcience to foment: 
e 2 f 20-6 _ divifions> 


4 Y 
Le. 


Krifions in the Kingdom. Whether they do it 
merely from a brothteriy regard to the Coloniſts, 
who chiefly worſuip God according to the diſſenting 
plan: or —,. — „that a revolution on” 
the continent, would naturally productive of a 
revolution in England; that a revolution in the | 
| tate here, would draw after-it a revolution in the 
church; and, that, if the church of England was 
once ſhaken, the diſſenting churches among vs 
might raiſe themſelves upon her ruins; whether, I 
ſay, there is ſomething of this under the ery of 
Navery and robbery that you ſet up, is 2 queſtion, 
which I ſaid, in tke preceding editions, you could 
determine far better than I: but wor recall it; 
becauſe, tho? F may confider this part of the con- 
xroverſy i in that unfavourable light as a politician ; 


9 Chriftian, 1 think” and hope 


It is the cuſtom of maſt controyertithh, to raiſe a 
variety of objections againſt the ſyſtem of their op- 
ponents, whilſt they overlookthe greateſt difficulties 
 whichattend their own fyſtem. Leſt you ſhould think 
Sir, that I follow this ding us " norked; I wilt 
now anſwer the grand n which you pf hee 

to Mr. Weſley, *<* G — man who is * Ji 
by without his confent 1s not a 0 wherein con- 
<< fiſts the difference between ſlavery and liberty? * 

If you mean by a. ſive, one who is bought with 

money, as the Negroes are by the Coloniſts: 
ueſtion is unwife : for every body knows, that fuch 
aves, having nothing at all; can never be taxed. 
When they work, their maſters receive the — 
when they bear children, they bear them for their 
maſters : their own body 1s the property of another. 
Since therefore they have no property ; to talk of 
. their being taxed wy or r their denſent; i 


- abſurd. 
by a A you at a fubject op 


{ But if, 
by a eyrannical Sovereign ; I reply, that the differ- 
ence between ſuch ſlaves and the ſubjects of Great 
Britain, who have no ſhare in the legiſlature, is 
| prodigious,  A-flave (in this ſenſe of Rewards is 
not only taxed as happy ſubjects are; but he 3 
tax 


ſhip, he cannot ſerve God according” to his conſci - 
ence, without being diſturbed and inſulted by a 
prophane populace, who are countenanced and en- 
_couraged” by perfecutmyg magiſtrates. - Nay, it is 
well, if he is not proſecuted, fined, impriſoned, 
or put to death. If he is committed to jall, he can 
never be bailed out on any occaſion, If he is ſent 
do priſon ever ſo unjuſtiy, he can recover no da- 
2 w for U = piper anne If he is' wronged 
_ » of his property; in a vari caſes,” at the peril 
of his lifes he dares net bin --f hob makiei. 

_ ouſly robbed of his good name, he cannot recover 
it by law,” together with ſuitable damages.—If his 

bded is d „ he can mo ſatis faction for that 
capital injury. His houſe can be —_ entered 
into at any time. He is obliged to work ſo long for 
the Sovereign gratis, that he cannot mind his own 
buſineſs.—If he is wantonly truck by a great man, 


there is no law for him; and the wiſeſt thing which 


he can do, is to ſax nothing, — If he is murdered, 
little or no notice is taken of it: a plebeian aſſaſſin 
can eaſily make his eſcape; and nobody dares pro- 
ſecute a noble murderer.—If he freely ſpeaks his 
mind, either upon religious fubjects, or political 
affairs, he is ſummoned before an eccleſiaſtical or 
civil inquiſicor; and it is well if he eſcapes with 

the reprimand, which a chief magiſtrate in a mild 
republie gave to a gentleman of my acquaintance, 
who modeſtly hinted at a method of redreſſing an 
avowed grievance, ** Who has appointed you, Sir, 
2 teacher of your ſovereigns ? They know their bu- 
fineſs. Learn to know your own. — But what is 
Worſt of all, if he is capitally accuſed, his aceuſers 
are perhaps his judge and jury. He is put in a 
dungeon, without 8 why :—his witneſſes 
are not ſuffered to ſpeak for him ;—he is kept ſo 
long on the rack, that he is perhaps obliged to turn 

11 2 . G 3 | falſe 


n Lets he 
Alte zeeules againſt himſelf. He is tried ſec . 
His fortune and life, lie, poſſibly, at. the mercy of- 
two or three judges — Nay, he tay fall a fas” 
crifice.to the — rice, Lo hatred, or 
hurry of one fingle ried by bie p 
d b eee an inva way. 
ble blefling, of which he has not the. legit idea, 
| ot ſo the happy ſubjecte· of * Britain, 
ther they have a treebold or not, my bb all . Sac 
advantage; 4 16 pt nfo Ronde, REN 8 


| partakexrs. of all the- bran ches 
liberty, which are oppoſed. to the 


branches of hard -vaſlalage. And. (What is moſt 
wonderful) the poor enjoy thiefe bl eflings, 2s well as 
the rich: the ſhares them with the noble; - 
man. Hence it is, that the ſubjects of Great Bri- 
tain are the fret of all the men, ho live under ; 
any civil government in the world, And hence it | 
appears, that when you aſſert, there is no difference | 
having no ſhare. in legiflation,. and being 


N 
an abſdlute ſlave, you. duplay an amazing unac- b | 


quaintedneſs wich the civil governments of Europe; ; 
—you betray an aſtoniſhing want of gratitude to ' 
God and the Sovereign, for the religious and civil 
| liberty which we enjoy and you _ the ob- . 
ſer vation of an ingenious foreigner, who has lately, 2 
written the Briciſh conſtitution, and who inti =. 
mates, Ihe dieſfngs of liberty are ſo familiar to 
= aged, AH: neither reliſh nor know them. | 
may, in this reſpect, be. compared to the 1 

Iren of prices; ho, being born and educated 

— a palace, are ſo aceuſto to its elegance and 

ir, and ſo unacquainted with the ſordidneſe 
3 of ge _ the gloomineſs of dungeons; that \ 
ws Bon es en | their happineſs, and excule * 
1 y eomparing the bleſſings they en · 

joy with the hardſhips that others endure. .- 
Juſt as this compariſon may be, with reſpect to 
you, Sir, it can however hardly ſuit the caſe of ma+ 
ny of the Coloniſts. Some of them alas! know 
too well what tyranny and cruel ſervitude are. 


When poor, naked, bleeding flaves, ready to 8 


* . * = 


nder the repeated linokes: of #6 the whi are” 
zobliged” to keep in their 22 


comes the hard maſters the domeſtic ſovereigns of 
_ theſe poor creatuees, to complain of the US ha 
L 


_ vermment they are under, and to ſcream tyranny: 
_ flavery+ aber! murder! And; why Truly 
decauſe ſome of them are enjoined to pay taxes, 
about thirty times lighter than thoſe which milliona 
of their fellow. ſubjects, who have no vote, chearfully 
q ay in England; becauſe the parliament will not, 
1 them to deſtroy, with impunity, the property. 
af our merchants; and becauſe the king will not 
| have the collectors of the public revenue be in con» 
q tinual danger of being murdered. among them. Q 
F Partiality bow high is thy glaring throng; and hoc 
many are thy warm votaries in America, and thy 
i 8 ſanguine advocates in England! . Mio tiod 1 
ne denne, e eee 400 0% 103; 
9 - [I hall eſteem myſelf happy, Sir, if this check to 
„ Ilicentiouſnefs recommends itſelf to your conſciencs 
' as: a Proteſtant,- and to your candouras a well-ewiſher _ 
5 to the cauſe of true liberty. Think not that the 
# ex with which I have addreſſed you, ſprings 
tromimalice or diſreſpect. Though I have bluntly 
attacked your errors, ſincerely love /and:hondur 
Li you as an enemy to tyranny, and a (miſtaken) aſſerr 
dor of Britiſe 3 n A= 
dangerous performance, juſtice to 
bar (tow 88 and coctially * you, where 
you-expreſs a loyal 'ardent wiſſi chat a ſpeedy. recon- 
eiliation may take place betwixdus and our Colonies, 
upon an ho le, eonſtitutional baſis, and that 
our beloved ſovereign. may long live to ſway the 
Te ptre overa free people; {nay you do;not mean 
by a foe people, tumultuous, mobbing people, 
making liberty: to confiſt in e to pay taxes, 
and in giving to the ſcriptural gon | cry] govern- - 
ment, the opprobrious name of 5** abject ſlavery.” 
It 12 Should you accuſe me Sir, as you d Mr. 4 
LTU1G | ey, 


— 


— 


CE) 


| | Ler- 

1 inſſaming the anette e here 1 | 
Th wn Prater dw * 
much injuſtice as vou do tom {Our anly 


which: enjoin. usa = 


pe ine got os pun, obedichee: tot 


jection to our 1 to en orte the arti- 
2 64 * eh the laſt reformers drew up, 
of will epics ptoteſtanty. from the enthuſaſm 
re 2 Far from being prejudiced 


againſt the 2 I feel a deep concern for their 
etal and temporal welfare. Vea, ſuch is my 
ty to them, and my fear of a r eſſuſion 
of the blood of Britons, and ſons of Britons, that I 
even wiſh che government would make the eaſy yoke 
of which they cau complain, eaſier till; by 
ning them fome privileges, denied not only ta 
illions of Britons _ bur alſo to the members of 
parliament, and to the kings own brothers, Who; 
whilſt they are out of England, are all taxed with» 
out being conſulted. | I hunibly wiſh that our legiſ+ 
lators would condeſcend to conſult with the Colo- 
niſts, about the. taxes which fit their-coutitry ind 
eircumſtances beſt, And as Britiſh ſenators know 
| ices of mankind, eſpecially 
the prejudices. mo 8 _ —_— the: 
3 1 wiſh that the king 
| Mt pattie Gould —— greateſt meręy to 
ſubjects, who bave been hürried out of the af 
Dyalty, chi their inattention tothe b 
which thi 2 „and by the deluſive hopes, wi 
which, it a feared; ſome of our own country-- 
men have raſh] ered, and artfully ſeduced them. 
An a word, Tardentiy wiſh, that [upon the return 
of the Coloniſts to their duty] the government 
would bind them to their mother t both by 
: the'fttkeweords of p g. love, 2 
4 bands of ſomę tives; which) may copvince 
| them, that Great Brimih oonfiders thom, von dal 
en TbjeQts; dur alſo a8 brothers. 
Zuech kindrieſs, together with the ſcourge of a divil 
wat, which chidy | ſo ſeverely: feel alteady, would pro- 


| ably: attach them to the parent ſtate ſor ever. 
; | Should. 


W— 
. 


0 Ro. 7 5 
i * on Wy b | * y 
* 


Cha” ds. - __ > ".,# © 


W 
ald this be the caſe, how great will be the joy of 
Meile, who properly value the bleſſings of peace and 
eder! And how full the diſappointment of the de- 
mon of diſcord, who envies us the fingular bleſſings 
which we enjoy! Great Britain and A America wi 
then become the fixed, and unrivalled ſeats of truth, 
arts, ſciences, and commerce. They will collect Feed 
tte treaſures of the old and new world. They will 
* play into each others hands the wealth of the uni- 1 
verſe. And, joined together, they will be more than 
2 match for their combined enemies. So ſhall ge- 
nuine N er, 2 liberty, ere 1-74 4 
peace, rowing proſperity, conſpire to crown © 
the richeſt Hand, 244 the den continent in the 
World. Happy, for ever happy will they be, if 
their riches and grandeur do not corrupt and intoxi- 
_ cate them; and if civil and religious frenzy never 
Hinder them more, from paying an humble regard 
to our Lord's important precept, Render to Ceſar, the 
_ things which are Ceſar's : and to God, the things which 
- ere God's. That you, Sir, I, and all our fellow- 
labourers in the goſpel, may faithfully practiſe, and 
zcalouſly preach chis neglected part of the dofrine 
of Chriſt ;—that our moſt ſanguine patriotiſm mar 
always be tempered by a due ſenſe of what we owe 1 
to our governors ;—and that our warmeſt may 
always be attended with a proper conſciouſneſs of 
what we owe to God, to our fellow-citizens, and to 
' poſterity ; are the Chriſtian, conſtitutional prayers, 
' which I ardently offer to the King of kings, and in 
which I invite you to join, N 2 
: | Neu. Sir, 


Sth: LJuoour affectionate brother, 
e 0 and obedient Servant, 
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